EXT. BEACH

The scene begins conpletely dark with the sound of a
heart beat and, very faintly, the surf. Credits play during
the parts of the scene where the screen is dark.

HOVER

(groani ng)
Oh gods, where am|1? |Is that
is that nmy heartbeat? Am|
supposed to be able to hear ny
heartbeat or is ny heart about to
expl ode? And does it have to beat
so |l oudly? Cone on, heart, quiet
down.

The heartbeat gradually recedes.

HOVER
Huh. Now, to figure out where |
am | suppose the first step is to

open ny eyes. Yeah, visual recon
of the situation. Let’'s do this,
eyelids. Tinme to just lift up.
Just ... cooperate here and ... up
we go!

Froma first person view you see eyes open to reveal only
blinding light. They slam shut again.

HOVER (cont’ d)
OH HELI GS, why would you do that to
nmy precious eyeballs?! \What did |
ever do to you? Have | not told
tal es of your greatness on many
occasions and ... and ... well

There' s an extended sil ence.

HOMER (cont’ d)
K, sight is out of the question
for now \Wat el se have we got.
Ears! Right. OK ears, do your
stuff.

Background sounds begin to swell. There's the surf and
seagulls calling, with a bubbling brook far in the
backgr ound.

HOMER (cont’ d)
| seemto be on a beach, but |
don’t know if | can trust ny ears.
How can | corroborate that? Taste,
what have you got?



There’ the exaggerated sound of a nmouth opening and |ips
smacki ng.

HOMER (cont’ d)
eat chal k | ast night? No,
get to that later. OK, now

d |
"1
just have to take a quick taste

Di
we
we

There’s the sound of a tongue running over sand (what in the
worl d does that sound like? | don’t know, but it sounds

i ke sonething). Then there is the sound of crunching as a
nout h chews on sand.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Yeah, that’s sand |’ m chew ng on.
So I"’mon a beach. Confirned. And
this sand is really not hel ping ny
dry nout h.

There’s the sound of spitting, then coughing followed by
anot her groan.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Head hurts way too nuch to cough.
Renmenber that. No nore coughing if
| don’t want my head to crack Iike
a rotten egg.

There’'s silence for a little while except the sounds of the
beach and gulls and brook and Honer’ s breat hi ng.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Now | just need to know how | got
on this beach. So what happened
| ast night? Fromthe headache |I'm
going to guess you can help ne
figure this one out, Dionysus.
Let’'s see, the last thing I
remenber was ...

EXT. MERCHANT SHI P DECK

The ship is tossing on a storny sea at dusk. Homer is
passed out bel ow deck. He has fallen and broken a bunch of
anphorae that were previously filled with wine. Now their
contents are spilled around Honer. There is also a cup
knocked over with wine running out of it. Soneone throws a
bucket of water on Honer. He sputters to life, then | ooks
up to see three nen, the CAPTAIN and his two crewren. The
captain has grey eyes.



W NE CAPTAI N
(squatting to speak to Homer)
Hell o, friend. How |long have you
been down here?

HOVER
Oh, hello there. That depends.
Where is here?

W NE CAPTAI N
You're on ny ship, friend.

HOVER
Well that explains it, then. |
couldn’t have swamto your ship, so
| nust’ ve boarded last tine you
made port. |pso facto, | have been
here as |l ong as you’ ve been at sea.

W NE CAPTAI N
The [ ast place we nade port was the
rui ns of Troy.

HOVER
Ah yes, well, | was there. |’man
epic poet and | was preparing to
wite an epic poem about the great
si ege of troy.

The wi ne captain takes his tinme | ooking Homer over. He
| ooks at the ragged clothes, the red face and the w ne al
about .

W NE CAPTAI N
You don’t | ook very epic from here.

HOVER
Maybe not right now. You m ght
call me an epic poet in training,
at the nonent. O an Epic Poet
school dropout, if you prefer. 1'm
freel anci ng.

W NE CAPTAI N
Do you know what you’'re sw nmm ng
in?

HOVER
| can only hope it isn’t ny own
vom t.



W NE CAPTAI N
Have you ever heard of trojan w ne?

HOVER
Absol utely! Sone of the best w ne
in the world!

W NE CAPTAI N
It really is, and because of that
it is extrenely valuable. See,
because of that siege of Troy there
are no |onger any Trojans --

HOVER
| wouldn’t call it a siege. It
wasn’t what did themin, you know?
| was there. A huge
di sappoi ntnment, really. Everyone
got sick, just puke and crap
everywhere, and then they all died.
They were pooped and puked out, |

supp-

W NE CAPTAI N
And wi thout Trojans there’s no one
to make the nuch vaunted Trojan
Wne. That makes the last of it
very sought after. So ny friends
and | decided to raid sone w ne
cellars on the out skirts of Troy
to get sone of that wwine. D d you
enjoy it?

HOVER
Enjoy ... the trip?
W NE CAPTAI N
THE W NE!!
HOVER
Well ... no, actually. See ...

didn’t have any water.

W NE CAPTAI N
Ch no.

HOVER
And you have to dilute it with
somet hi ng.

W NE CAPTAI N
| don’t believe it.



HOVER
And then | thought to nyself Wit
a second. You're surrounded by
wat er "

W NE CAPTAI N
You didn't.

HOVER
So I took this conveniently placed
cup and got sone seawater and m xed
in some Wi ne and --

Cut to outside the ship. The crewnen throw Honer off the
si de naked.

W NE CAPTAI N
PCSEI DON KEEP YQU

HOVER
(sputtering)
But why did you take ny cl ot hes??

He is tossed in the surf for a few seconds as the screen
fades to bl ack.

EXT. BEACH
The shot is still black. Honmer let’s out a sigh.

HOVER
Right. That’s why I"mon the
beach. And | guess I’ m naked too
although I feel like ... hang on

There’s a rustling sound.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Yeah, I'’mdefinitely covered in sea
weed. This has not been a great--

In the background there’s a scream It could be confused as
either fear or laughter, but in reality it’s |aughter.
NAUSI KAA and her nmaids are tossing a ball around.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Oh thank Zeus! People! But who
are they? Mre inportantly, do
t hey have food, and water, and
cl ot hes, and soap and maybe sone
wi ne? That sounded like a girls
cry. Like atall girl like some
kind of ... nynph maybe?



Honer groans as the noises get | ouder.

HOVER (cont’ d)
A nymph? Am 1 still drunk? K,
tinme to see what’s going on. Brace
yoursel f. Open just one eye a
l[ittle bit. It won’'t hurt too bad.

Hal f of the screen open |like an eye opening to very bright
light. It closes and opens a few tines, blinking.

HOVER (cont’ d)
That’s it, slow OK, now the other
eye. Aright. W’ re nmaking
progress. Now open themup at the
sanme tine.

The view is first person, showi ng a skewed i mage of the
beach and sea since Honer is, at this point, laying on his
stomach | ooki ng out the sea.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Great work, eyes. Geat work
everyone. Head, keep up the not
pounding thing, OK? Just ... let’s
keep it together. Now just stand
up. Up. Up, man, and let ne see
for nysel f!

Homer struggles to his hands and knees. He's still staring
at the ground. There’'s the sound of a couple dry heaves.

HOVER (cont’ d)
X, halfway there. |If there’'s a
god of vomt don't fail ne now.
Vomt god. Cone on, you're with
me. We know each other so well.
Hades, | mi ght be the god of vonit,
as far as I know. | have the
experience for it. OK last little
bit and then everything will be
great. Just push OFF with ny
hands, sit back on ny knees Iike
that, turn my head towards the
sound and - -

There’s another cry as a ball sails through the air and hits
homer directly in the face, knocking himout. The screen
cuts to black for a brief second, then switches to a third
person view. Honmer is laying on the ground covered in
seaweed and barely visible. The ball lays a few feet from
hi m



NAUSI KAA
(shouti ng)
Ni ce one, Eurykleia!

Nausi kaa enters the screen. She could be described as "so
fine in nmould and feature that she seened a goddess."

NAUSI KAA
(rmuttering)
The way these girls throw you' d
think I invented the ganme nyself
only recently. Wiere did it?
Right, there it is.

Nausi kaa grabs the ball and turns to throw. Honmer nakes a
smal | sound and Nausi kaa turns around slowy, staring at the
pile of sea weed.

EURYKLEI A
(wal ki ng to Nausi kaa)
Are you com ng? How hard is it to
find your stupid ball--

NAUSI KAA
Ssshhhhh. | think ... | think
there’s sonething in that pile of

seaweed.

The other maids start showing up, all of them !l ooking at the
pile of sea weed. Honer groans and noves and all of them
except Nausi kaa scream running off. Nausi kaa drops the
bal | and gropes around at her feet until she conmes up with a
stick. She holds it ready to strike. Homer props hinself
up and sone of the seaweed slides off, revealing his
features.

HOVER
(hol di ng head)
Wiy the head? Hasn't it been
t hrough enough al ready? First
there's --

Honme notices Nausi kaa and his eyes go wde. He quickly gets
to his knees in front of Nausikaa, then hold his stomach and
puts a hand over his nouth.

NAUSI KAA
Who are you?

Hormer hol ds up one finger as he nakes a couple vomting
notions. He glances up at Nausi kaa, then | ooks at the
ground again as he al nost throws up.



NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Are you --

Honmer dry heaves again.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
| don’t have tinme for this. Cone
on, ladies, let’'s get our |aundry
and --

Nausi kaa drops her stick on the ground and turns to | eave.

HOVER
Wait! Could you just -- nope, here
it cones.

Nausi kaa turns just in tine to see Honer throw up.

NAUSI KAA
l’mso glad | waited.

HOVER
(w pi ng nout h)
What | neant to say was ...

Honmer straightens hinself up, going into perfornmance node.

HOVER (cont’ d)
M stress: please: are you divine or
nortal? |If one of those who dwell
in the wi de heaven, you are npbst

near to ... Artems, | should say
-- great Zeus's daughter. H's
hottest daughter. |[If you are one

of earth’s inhabitants, how bl est
your father and gentle nother --
how bl est all your kin! | know
what happi ness nmust send the warm
tears to their eyes each time they
see their wondrous child go to the
danci ng. Never have | laid eyes on
equal beauty in man or woman - -

NAUSI KAA
|"ve heard all this before. Have
you seen ne?

HOVER
| amwell hushed indeed, but

Homer makes a face of desperation, |ooking around.



HOVER (cont’ d)

One tine, fair one, | thought a
young pal mtree at Del os near the
altar of Apollo ... that slimpalm

tree filled ny heart with wonder:
never came shoot fromearth so
beautiful. So now, ny |ady, I
stand in awe so great | cannot
bring nyself to even kiss your feet

NAUSI KAA
You get points for originality, but
| ose points for conparing ne to a
palmtree. Wat do you want, sir?

HOVER
M stress, do ne a kindness! Direct
me to the town, give ne a rag that
| can throw around ne, sone cloth
or w apping that you brought al ong.
And may the gods acconplish your
desire: a honme, a husband, and
har noni ous converse with him-- the
best thing in the world being a
strong house held in serenity where
man and wi fe agree --

NAUSI KAA
Wait, you need directions to the
t own?

HOVER

Yes m | ady, twould be --

NAUSI KAA
Ri ght right, you can shut up.

Honmer cl oses hi s nouth.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
You' re a poet, right?

HOVER
| prefer the term Epic Poet.

Nausi kaa | ooks hi m over.
NAUSI KAA

You don’t | ook particularly epic to
ne.
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HOVER
No it’s not the ... I’mnot epic,
nmy poetry is epic.

NAUSI KAA
Yes, yes. | can tell fromyour

amazi ng introduction there. Stil
... you do sound pretty convincing.
And you say you’'re not from around
here?

HOVER
Nay, mlady, for --

NAUSI KAA
You can just speak |like a nornal
person. This isn’t one of your
poens, you know?

HOVER
Mayhap sone day it shall be.

NAUSI KAA
You start a |l ot of epic poens on
t he beach, naked, covered in sea
weed and hung over?

HOVER
I, uh ... no. Usually they start
wWith a great general, or perhaps
Dawn’ s pink fingers spreading their
light o er--

NAUSI KAA
You really just can’t help
yoursel f, can you? But you’ re not
fromaround here ... how did you
get on our shores?

There’'s a brief flashback of Honer getting thrown off the
shi p.

HOVER
|, uh, fell in. And then the
current, you know, there were
fishes and the current and... they
got ny cl ot hes.

NAUSI KAA
Right. Listen, we have some
cl ot hes you can borrow and you can
wash yourself in the river. You
| ook i ke the kraken and you snel

( MORE)
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)

like a fish that died trying to eat
anot her, snellier fish. Go over to
the river and grab what you need to
get clean and get dressed. W’|
give you a ride back to town and
you can have a little something to
eat on the way.

EXT. Rl VERBANK

Honer comes from around a bend, clean and dressed. He isn't

godl i ke, but he doesn’t |look bad. His hair is still wet.
NAUSI KAA
You clean up alright. That’s good,
t 0o.
HOVER

| guess that’s good ...

NAUSI KAA
| mean good for ne. Eurykleia,
woul d you get the rest of the nuids
t oget her and head back honme? [’
drive the mule cart here and neet
you after | find somewhere for our
friend to go.

EURYKLEI A
(raising an eyebrow)
Yes ma’ am

Nausi kaa clinbs into the drivers seat of the nule cart and
t akes the reigns.

NAUSI KAA
Oh get your mind out of the gutter.
He's really not nmy type. dinb in,
there’s sonme food in the basket
there you can hel p yourself to.

HOVER
(clinmbing into nule cart)
Thanks.

Nausi kaa begins driving the cart, al nost knocking Honmer off.
Honer gets sone food out of the basket and eats in silence
for a few nonents.

NAUSI KAA
So what’s your deal ?
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HOVER
(wth a mouth full of food)
Par don?
NAUSI KAA

Who are you. Were did you cone
from How did you end up naked and
hung over on the beach?

HOVER

NAUSI KAA
And | want the truth.

Nausi kaa | ooks at Honer out of the corner of her eye for a
second. Then turns and | ooks at himfully. Honmer shrinks
under her gaze.

HOVER
You don’t want the truth.

NAUSI KAA
There’s nothing I want nore.
need soneone to help ne. A
stranger. Soneone who | ooks decent
and is quick on their feet, who can
be el oquent when needed. You seem
to fit the bill.

HOVER
Thanks.

NAUSI KAA
| said seemto. Wat’'s nost
inmportant is that you not hurt ny
father. At all. But

She | ooks Honer over again and sighs.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
You nmay be ny only option. Do you
know how often well spoken,
handsonme strangers wash up on our

shores?
HOVER
Not ... often?
NAUSI KAA

You are correct. So | need to know
the truth about you to know if you
can help nme. |If you can then you

( MORE)



NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
will get riches you can’t even
i magine -- the dowy of a princess.
If you can’t then you' |l get a warm
nmeal and a cold drink and a good
ni ghts sl eep and you can be on your
way. So tell nme the truth.

There’ s another | ong pause as they nove through the
countrysi de and Honer collects his thoughts.

HOVER
VWait, you're a princess?
NAUSI KAA
Did | fail to nention that? |'m

Nausi kaa, daughter of King Al kinoos
of the island Scheri a.

HOVER
Isn’t Scheria an island?
NAUSI KAA
Yes, it is the one you're currently

on.
Honer pauses for a second.

HOVER
Right, sorry, I'mstill alittle
... Ny brain is noving slower than
usual .
NAUSI KAA
| should hope that’s the case.

HOVER
This is Scheria and you are
Nausi kaa, daughter of King
Al ki noos. Cot it.

NAUSI KAA
And you are ..

HOVER
Right. The truth. M nane is
Honmer. |’ m an epic poet.

NAUSI KAA

| don’t think I’ve heard of you.

13.
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HOVER
Thanks for pointing that out. (Odds
are you haven't heard of nme because
you know, a lot of tinmes people

comm ssion us to -- great people
you know, Kkings and queens and,
well, | guess that’s not that

i npressive to you. Anyway, these
great people conmm ssion us to
create poens about their life
stories and the great deeds they’ ve
done and they expect it to last for
hours but when you' ve talked to

t hem and got the details together
you' re lucky if you can put
together a linerick about their
lives. People don't do as much as
they think they do, and their |ives
aren’t nearly as interesting as
they think they are. VWat |I'm
trying to say is this. |If the life
of a king is of no interest, ny
life is worth | ess than not hi ng.

NAUSI KAA
Hunmor ne.

HOVER
It’s short, that's what | was
trying to say. | was an orphan,

and was taken in by Phem us and
attended his school where |
excelled. | was especially good at
reciting poetry, but could never
seemto create ny omn. As | got

ol der | discovered drink and it

unl ocked ny ability to create new
poetry. Wen | drank a little |
woul d be so nuch nore confortable
and able to wite great works.

Homer coughs, holds his head in pain for a second, runs his
hand t hrough his hair and shrugs.

HOVER (cont’ d)
If alittle drink helped ne wite a
little a lot of drink should ve
hel ped me wite a lot. So | drank.
But success didn’'t come. | was the
prodi gy, Phemus’'s pride, and I
t hought |I'd found the key to
finally fulfilling that ... to
bei ng what he always told ne |

( MORE)



HOVER (cont’ d)
could be. To finally not just
havi ng the potential. Having
potential can be a curse, you know?
You never surprise anyone if you
have potential. You just
di sappoint them So | drank nore
and created nore poens but they
were never ... | never got there.

NAUSI KAA
And you’ ve been drinking ever
si nce.

HOVER
No, actually, if you believe it. |
got cleaned up. | decided that if
| couldn’t create great works at
least | could wite poens about
real adventures. | nade nmy way to
Troy, working the whole way there,
to see the siege to end all sieges.
It was supposed to be amazing. And
| was going to be there to create a
poem about it.

NAUSI KAA
|’d heard of that. Wat happened?

HOVER
It was not the siege |I had hoped
for. The Geeks attacked Troy and
were sl aughtered. The only general
| eft was Odysseus who decided to
honor his fallen brothers and fight
on instead of retreat. He had this
great plan to hide inside a hollow
wooden horse and sneak into the
city. But do you know what the
Trojans do with horses given as
gifts in battle?

NAUSI KAA
They uh ... oh no.

HOVER
That’'s right, the burnt offering!
So they brought the horse inside to
their square and lit it on fire!
The Greek arny trying to escape
made it topple over and set the
city on fire and, well.

15.
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NAUSI KAA
No, oh no.

HOVER
That’s why the tale hasn’t spread.
There weren’t any greek survivors,
and the Trojans that lived were so
ashanmed of burning down their
entire city by bringing an obvi ous
trap in that ... they just noved
on. No one wanted to tal k about
it. And what was | supposed to do?
Where was ny epic poem now?
Renmenber when you asked how many of
my poens start w th sonmeone drunk,
naked and hungover on the beach?
Even less end with "And then every
one burned to death. The end.”

NAUSI KAA
So how d you wi nd up here?

HOVER
| hitched a ride on a nerchant boat
that had conme to take the | ast of
the Trojan wine. | was hiding in
the hold and there was all this
wi ne around and 1’d just w tnessed
the death of | don’t know HOW many
people and | still stunk Iike
burning city so | figured I’'d drink
alittle. So | drank a lot. And
then they found ne and threw ne off

t he ship.
NAUSI KAA
But why naked?
HOVER
| asked themthe sanme thing
NAUSI KAA
It’s lucky you washed up on our
shor es.
HOVER

(di sgustedl y)
Wy is that |ucky?

Nausi kaa doesn’t say anything for a few m nutes whil e Honer
broods in silence.
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NAUSI KAA
| " m sorry about what happened,
Honer, but you m ght be able to
help nme. W’re comng up on the
town and | can’t have people
tal king, especially the sailors.

HOVER
Way the sail ors?

NAUSI KAA
Have you ever heard "nouth |ike a
sailor?" Well their mnds are just
as dirty.

HOVER
O0Oooooh.

NAUSI KAA
So I'’mgoing to drop you off. Take
the rest of the food. See that

hill over there?
HOVER
Yeah.
NAUSI KAA

There’'s a little fire pit on the

ot her side where | used to spend
time as a child. Findit, build a
fire, and wait for nme and I’'Il cone
see you tonight.

HOVER
(1 eering)
Ah, so the fisherman woul dn’t be
wong ...

Nausi kaa hits honer

NAUSI KAA
You wi sh, buddy. Just be there and
"1l tell you what | need.

HOVER
Any chance you have sone w ne
stashed away ...

Nausi kaa shoves honer off the cart, then throws the food off
after him



18.

NAUSI KAA
(shouti ng)
Just wait for ne.

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

Nausi kaa is on a bal cony, |ooking over the ocean as the sun
sets. HALIUS wal ks up behind her and coughs. She rubs her
eyes, then turns to look at himsmling. Halius is a

beef cake, and is nmainly wearing very tight shorts.

NAUSI KAA
Hal! What are you doing up here?
| thought for sure -- sweet

Aphrodite, man, would you put sone
cl ot hes on?

HALI US
(fl exing his pecs)
Wiy would | do that?

NAUSI KAA

Decency? Modesty? Courtesy?
HALI US

Sorry, | can’t hear you. |I’'m

trying to devel op the nuscles in ny
tenples and flexing ny ear canals
tends to drown things out.

NAUSI KAA
You ...

Nausi kaa pauses, |ooks at her brother askance, starts to say
sonet hi ng, stops, then finally speaks, enunciating the
wor ds.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
What do you need, Hal ?

HALI US
Fat her wi shes to see you. He told
me you’ d be up here.

NAUSI KAA

Thanks. And put sone cl ot hes on.
HALI US

What was that? | was flexing

agai n.
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NAUSI KAA
| said ... uh ... | can tell you ve
been getting your tone on.

HALI US
Yeah, | have been! You know, you
can’t just train for strength. You
need to | ook good too. O herw se
it'll be tough to convince soneone
to make a statue of you, and that’s
the goal, right?

NAUSI KAA
Well, you could just threaten to
crush their head |Iike a grape.
HALI US
Huh?
NAUSI KAA

(wal ki ng away)
| said "Well it really looks |ike
you' re in great shape.

Nausi kaa wal ks through the pal ace, passing bustling
servants, nessengers and dignitaries on the way. She stops
one briefly.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Do you know where ny father is?

SHORT SERVANT
| think he's still in the counci
chanbers.

NAUSI KAA
Probably not a good sign. Thanks.

Nausi kaa enters the council chanbers, a |arge round room

wi th colums standing on the very outside, and a | arge

hor seshoe shaped table towards the mddle. ALKINOCS sits at
the head of the table and 12 counselors are seated around
it. In the mddle of the horseshoe shaped table inset into
the floor with gold filigree is a rough map of the world.
Scheria is in one of the far corners, distant from any ot her
| andmass. The map clearly shows greek |ands, including

| t haka, and sone areas that would normally not be known by
the greeks, indicating that the Phaeaci ans have travell ed
farther and mapped nore than any other contenporary
civilization. The map has rings centered around the island
of Scheria inlaid in pearl. Each ring indicates the

di stance one of the Phaeaci an ships can travel in one day.
The map has small bl ack nodel ships scattered around, each



one with a nane and several stones inside of
each stone as well. One npdel sits on the table next to

An attendant stands with a bundl e of parchnment to
Al ki noos and the councilnen are in a heated

Nausi kaa enters. Nausi kaa gazes at the nodel ship
on the table next to Al kinoos with |onging.

Al ki noos.
one si de.
debat e as

Ther e’ s si

COUNCI LMAN 1
... we are defensel ess, Al kinoos.
Wth our ships cast to the wind
| ooking for --

ALKI NOOS
Looki ng for many of our sons.

COUNCI LMAN 1
Yes, many of our sons. But wth
t hem scattered shoul d we be
approached by one of our enem es we
woul d be blind. They could be
wthin a day of our city --

COUNCI LMAN 2
What eneni es do we have? And who
could reach us? W're so far
beyond the grasp of greek Trirenes
t hat --

COUNCI LMAN 3
I f we have charted the edges of the
oceans than others will too.
Assum ng we’re invincible because
we're too far is folly.

ALKI NOCs
It is a security risk to have one
of our boats unaccounted for! Wre
it adrift, and an eneny to find it,
they could learn its secrets. W
nmust recover --

COUNCI LMAN 1
YOUR SON! W& nust recover YOUR
SON.

l ence in the roomfor a nonent.
ATTENDANT
The sun has set. Shall | update

t he position?

it,

20.

a nane on
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ALKI NOOS
(frustrated)
Pl ease do.

The attendant starts at one end of the map and goes across,
consulting his parchnent constantly. Sonme ships he noves
fromone pearl line to the next further away from Scheri a,
some he noves closer. Ohers (in various ports) he drops a
smal | stone in the shape of a sun next to. For a couple he
collects the stones next to them (after carefully counting
the stones) and puts them on the first pearl line on their
way back to Scheri a.

COUNCI LMAN 4
He’s right, Al kinoos. W know what
happened to the boat. Charred
remai ns washed up on our shores two
weeks ago. Gief or hope or both
may not let you see it, but it is
fromour ship. Your son did his
duty. The boat nust have been in
danger of being seized so he used
the last resort.

Nausi kaa puts her hand to her nouth and | ooks shocked.

ALKI NOOCS
We don’t know the renmmins are from
one of ours. It could ve been

any- -
Al ki noos | ooks over and sees Nausi kaa. His face is pained.

ALKI NOCS (cont’ d)
Nausi kaa, thank you for joining us.
Men, we can discuss this nmatter --

COUNCI LMAN 1
You're shrewd, Al ki noos.

ALKI NOOS
Excuse ne?

COUNCI LMAN 1
You think that by bringing your
daughter you can force us into
sil ence based only on --

ALKI NOCS
| " mnot using her as sone kind of
pawn.
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COUNCI LMAN 1
And yet every tinme we discuss
calling off the search she just
happens to show --

NAUSI KAA
Wiy woul d you call off the search?

COUNCI LMAN 4
It has been nonths, Nausikaa. Qur
shi ps no | onger trade. They no
| onger scout. They search. They
only search and it puts us in
danger.

NAUSI KAA
But we can’t just ... we can't
forget one of our owmn. Not if we
don’t know.

COUNCI LMAN 4
But we DO know.

Counci | man 4 stands and approaches Nausi kaa. He is ol der
and has grey eyes.

COUNCI LMAN 4 (cont’ d)

Your father hopes, |ike al
fathers. But |’ve seen the
wreckage. It is your brothers

ship. He did his duty!
He places a hand on Nausi kaa’ s shoul der.

COUNCI LMAN 4 (cont’ d)
It’s clear that he destroyed the
sheep to keep our secrets safe, to
keep all of us safe. Your father
shoul d be proud. YQU should be
proud. W shoul d have a heroes
funeral and --

NAUSI KAA
A funeral for one who may yet |ive?

Counci | man 4 | ooks at Nausi kaa, his eyes are sad. He tilts
his head and opens his nouth to speak, then closes it again.
Finally he sighs.

COUNCI LMAN 4
He does not live. He's not the
first son and brother to be lost to
Posei don. He won’'t be the | ast.
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Nausi kaa | ooks at himsharply with tears in her eyes. She
shakes her head, pushes his hand off her, then turns and
wal ks out the door, slanmng it behind her. The slamis so
hard it knocks the nodel sitting on the table next to

Al ki noos off the table. It falls to the floor scattering
pebbl es and breaking the mast. Councilman 4 turns around,

| ooki ng at Al ki noos.

COUNCI LMAN 4 (cont’ d)
You are shrewd, Al kinoos. Shrewd
and cruel .

EXT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

Nausi kaa wal ks out the door nuttering to herself and heads
out into a field on her way to the canpsite. As she passes
through a gate Eurykleia is seen in the background with her
robes hiked up to her knees standing in water. She has a
wi cker basket with a lid in one hand. Sone fireflies can be
seen in the basket. She’'s trying to catch nore with her

ot her hand.

EURYKLEI A
(saucily)

Of to neet up with the nystery
man, | presune?

NAUSI KAA
| may be heading in that direction,
yeah. | should rmake sure he’s K

EURYKLEI A

So that’s what you kids are calling
it these days.

NAUSI KAA
Yes, Leia, we’ ve called "Checking
on soneone to make sure they’'re X"
"Checki ng on sonmeone to nake sure
they’re OK" as long as | can

r emenber.
EURYKLEI A
Wit ... what?
NAUSI KAA

Why are you cathing fireflies?

EURYKLEI A
Renmenber our new surgeon,
Podal i ri us?
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NAUSI KAA
The uh ... the one who got bl own
of f source on his way to the battle
of Troy?

EURYKLEI A

Right. He asked for them Sone
kind of mracle healing agent, |
guess. So here | am | thought
you said he wasn’t your type?

NAUSI KAA
Who, Honer?
EURYKLEI A
s that his nane?
NAUSI KAA
Yes. And yes, he's definitely not
ny type.
EURYKLEI A
But you’ re heading out there.
NAUSI KAA
Yes.
EURYKLEI A
At night.
NAUSI KAA
Yes.
EURYKLEI A

And he told ne you asked himto
stay behind and ask ne to bring him
sone wine to drink with you

NAUSI KAA
Y -- er ... wait, what?

EXT. CAMP SITE

Nausi kaa approaches stealthily. Homer is on the ground
snoring with several wi ne-skins around him The fire is | ow
but still burning. Nausikaa picks up one of the w ne skins
and turns it over. A few drops fall out. She | ooks down at
Homer with disapproval and sighs. She tries another one
with the same results. Finally she finds a wi ne skin that
still has some wine init. She graps the end with the
opening with both hands, then starts beating honer with the
end of the w neskin wei ghed down with w ne.
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NAUSI KAA
(shouti ng)
Wiy -- didn't -- you wait -- here
-- like -- |1 asked -- you -- to do
HOVER
(waki ng up)
What in the -- sweet ARES woul d you
st op
NAUSI KAA
Could you not -- wait -- one --
nore -- day -- to -- get -- drunk
-- again -- you stupid -- worthless
HOMVER
My head hurts enough as it is could
you just let me go I'Il never drink

again | promse | just think --

NAUSI KAA
[inarticul ate screan

Nausi kaa throws the wineskin into the fire which causes a
huge spray of sparks.

HOVER
(shielding his eyes to | ook at
the fire)
What did you just -- Noooooo!

Honer scranbles to pull the w neskin out of the fire,
burning hinmself in the process. Nausikaa |ooks at hi mover
her shoul der, then wal ks away into the darkness to the sound
of Honmer scranbling to get the w neskin out and put any fire
that spread to it out. The scene follows Nausi kaa as she
finds a rock outcropping overl ooking the ocean. The ful
nmoon reflects off it. [It’s a gorgeous sight. Honer wal ks
up behind her.

HOMER (cont’ d)
What a gorgeous site.

NAUSI KAA
(nonot one)
No it’s not.

HOVER
Sorry about that. Here I, uh,
saved sonme for you
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Wt hout | ooking Nausi kaa grabs the wi neskin, then throws it
off the cliff in front of them Homer |ooks |ike he’s going
to dive after it for a second before restraining hinself and
sitting next to her.

NAUSI KAA
| thought | asked you to save the
whole thing to drink with ne.

HOVER
You ... did you? Did you do that?

NAUSI KAA
No, but according to Leia you told
her that | told you that.

HOVER
Well, | was going to save it, but
then it got late and I didn't want
torisk the wine ... uh ..

NAUSI KAA
Fer menti ng nore?

HOVER
Yeah, you don’t want it too
ferment ed.

NAUSI KAA

(1 ooking at Homer)
| honestly think you want it as
fernmented as possi bl e.

HOVER
(1 aughs awkwar dl y)
So, you don’t think this is

gor geous?
NAUSI KAA
No. | hate it.
HOVER
What do you hate?
NAUSI KAA
Does it matter?
HOVER
Listen | want ... | want to help.

| just needed, you know, hair of
the dog that bit ne.



NAUSI KAA
Uh hubh.
HOVER
So what do you hate?
NAUSI KAA
| hate the sea. Wait, listen, do
you hear that?
HOVER
(1istening)
The ... sound of the surf?
NAUSI KAA

Yes, that’'s the sea. You know what
it says?

HOVER
Surf ... noises?
NAUSI KAA
(sort of m m cking sea noises)
You suck .... you suck .... you
suck ...
HOVER
| kind of hear that, | gu--
NAUSI KAA

Even the nane. The sea. The sea.
When you say it a lot it sounds so
dunb. The sea. The sea. Wat do

you see? | see the sea? Wat is
t hat ?

HOVER
It’s just --

NAUSI KAA
And it’s just ... | nean, it’s just
salty water. Everything init is
too salty too. You know what el se

is salty water?

HOVER
Sone ... different ... sea?

NAUSI KAA
TEARS, HOMER, TEARS
CO NCI DENCE???

27.



HOVER
Wuld you mind toning it down just
alittle bit?

NAUSI KAA
You know you can’t live in the
ocean, right?

HOVER
Sure, yeah. Because it’s nade of
wat er .

NAUSI KAA
Exactly! Wiy would we willingly go
sonewhere that’s nmade of sonethi ng
that kills us if we try to breathe
it? | nean, people don't build
nmetal boats to try and float in the
nout h of a vol cano? Wy woul d they
buil d wood boats to float on the
sea?

HOVER
Because --

NAUSI KAA
You know what else | hate? Fish
They’ re the worst neat of all the
neats. | nmean, wouldn’t you rather
have sonme nice lamh? O beef? Wo
woul d ever choose fish?

HOVER
Fi shermen? O people who live on
islands like this isl--

NAUSI KAA
We still have lanb! | hate
everything about it, Honmer. You
know what else | hate?

HOVER
"Il let you tell nme as long as you
do so quietl--

NAUSI KAA
SAND! Sand is |like the ocean’s
vomt. It just spits it up

wherever it meets | and.

HOVER
Strangely poetic.

28.



NAUSI KAA
Plus it’s course and rough and
irritating. And it gets
ever ywher e.

HOVER
Not ... as poetic.

NAUSI KAA
It’s not supposed to be poetic,
Honmer. | just ... | just really

hate it. That's all.

HOVER
Must be tough to be stuck on an
i sl and, then.

NAUSI KAA
You have no idea. Do you really
want to help ne?

HOVER
Sure, | do.

NAUSI KAA
How can | trust you?

HOVER
What do you nean?

NAUSI KAA
You |lied to Leia. Didyoulieto
nme earlier?

HOVER

What, about ny life story?
NAUSI KAA

Yeah.
HOVER

Wiy would I tell you such a
terrible lie? Wuldn't |I have nade
nmyself the hero of the battle of
Troy if | were going to nmake up a
l[ie where | was there?

NAUSI KAA
(1 aughi ng)
Yes, yes you woul d’ve. And you may
yet .



HOVER
What do you nean?

NAUSI KAA
W' |l get there. But can | trust
you?

HOVER
You ... no, you can’'t trust ne.
NAUSI KAA
Way not ?
HOVER
Because |’'ma drunk, and | would
sell -- well, if | had anything
worth selling | would sell it to

get drunk. But as you can see,
already sold it all.

NAUSI KAA
(1 ooking at Hormer)
That’s a really good point. Could
you get sober?

HOVER
Ch sure, if | had nonths w thout
any al cohol nearby. That’'s what it
took last tine.

NAUSI KAA
Then | guess I'mjust going to risk
it. | want you to help ne get away

fromthis island. There was one
person in the whole world who
understood ne here, and they're
gone. | don’t want to be here
anynore. You're going to help ne
| eave.

HOVER

Why can’t you just |eave?
NAUSI KAA

What, swi nf
HOVER

You could ask for a boat. You're a
princess, right?

NAUSI KAA
Yes, they often hand boats over to
wonen who just want to sail away.

( MORE)
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
No, | couldn’t ask for a boat. But
if I were to marry a hero of the
Trojan war, who |lived a | ong ways

fromhere ... then | could get ny
boat .

HOVER
There were no heroes, don’t you
remenber ?

NAUSI KAA

| don’t think that's true. Wat I
heard is that there’'s no one |eft
to dispute the story of the one

surviving hero of the Trojan war.

HOVER
Listen, I'"mincredibly drunk and
you' re not making sense. And I'm
going to throw up agai n.

Nausi kaa stands up to | eave.

NAUSI KAA
That’ s nmy cue, then. Just stay
here and be ready to tal k again
tomorrow night. 1’1l send soneone
with sonme food for you

HOVER
K. Wuld you --

NAUSI KAA
And they’' Il be instructed not to
bring wine, and not to get you any
no matter what you say.

HOVER
" m hurt.

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

Nausi kaa enters the dark pal ace through a side door and
creeps through the main hall where a fire is down to just
enbers in the grate. She reaches a staircase that |eads up
to her room when she hears soneone clear their throat. She
grimaces and slowy turns around. ARETE sits in a |large
chair near the fire.

Arete is older but still very capable. She is regal.



ARETE
Normal |y when I'"mup this late
wai ting for soneone it’s your
brothers, out doing ... whatever it
is they do with cows at night. |
forgot what they call it.

NAUSI KAA
That sounds REALLY dirty, nother.

ARETE
Oh you know what | nmean. \Wat do
they call it?

NAUSI KAA
| think they call it "Udder
Confusion.”™ Wen they go out,find
two nei ghbors with the sanme nunber
of cows and swap them

ARETE
There’s got to be sone kind of
el enment of lifting weights to it,
right?

NAUSI KAA
Oh yes, they have to pick up the
cows thenselves and literally carry
them It would be very inpressive
if it weren't already pointless and
di srupti ve.

ARETE
| assune you weren’'t out carrying
cows around, though.

NAUSI KAA
No, | was not.

ARETE
You were ...

NAUSI KAA

If I told you, you wouldn’t believe
ne.

ARETE
That’s not true. | believe
everyt hing you say because you're
my darling daughter who woul d never
lie to her nother since she knows
it would break her poor nother’s
heart .

32.
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NAUSI KAA

Wel |
tell

then I guess
you where |

ARETE
| nt eresting,
nmystery, is it?

Nausi kaa shrugs.

was.
want to break your

i nteresting.

| had better
Woul dn’ t
heart.

not

A

ARETE (cont’ d)

Vel |,
get

anyt hing |

I m obvi ously not going to
it out of you,
pursuing it further.
woul dn’

no point in
Don’t do

t do, OK?

NAUSI KAA

Yes not her.

ARETE

Don’t do sone things I

ei t her.

woul d do

NAUSI KAA

Yes not her.

ARETE
Go to bed.

Nausi kaa turns to | eave but
agai n.

is stopped short as Arete speaks

ARETE (cont’ d)

Nausi kaa ... you know it was ny
idea to call you in to the counci
chanbers.
NAUSI KAA
| figured as much
ARETE
" msorry, it nust have been tough.
NAUSI KAA
It was, but it ... well, it worked.
They | ooked for hima | ot |onger
than if |’d never gone.
ARETE

| " mglad you see that.
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NAUSI KAA
Have they really called off the
search?
ARETE
(hesitating)
They have. |’msorry, Nausikaa.

Arete stands up and wal ks to

Nausi kaa, giving her a hug.

ARETE (cont’ d)

|’ mso sorry,

not | know you
speci al bond, but
t 0o.

Nausi kaa returns the hug w thout enthusiasm

go, then takes a step back.
finally speaks softly.
NAUSI KAA
| know.
ARETE
K. I'"m here.

NAUSI KAA
Yes not her.

After
staring at the fire,

EXT. CAMP SITE

Nausi kaa arrives at the canp
Honmer asl eep agai n.

Nausi ki t a.
how cl ose the two of you were.

Nausi kaa | eaves Arete returns to her

| know

I’'m
and he shared a

| m here for you

Do you know t hat ?

Arete lets her
Nausi kaa nods at her, then

Now go to bed.

chair and sits,

her eyes brimmng with tears.

as the sun is setting to find

NAUSI KAA
Time to get up, we’ve got work to
do.

HOVER
l"’mup. | was just ... taking a
nap. Preparing nyshelf.

NAUSI KAA
Preparing ... yourshel f?

HOVER
Mysel f. What did you say?
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NAUSI KAA
Hang on, |let ne check sonething.
Open your nout h.

HOVER
Wy ?

NAUSI KAA
| need to snell your breath.

Honer gets to his feet and dutifully opens his nouth.
Nausi kaa snells it. The shot should be framed as if it were
romanti c, and Honmer should act that way a little bit as

wel |, but Nausikaa is all business.
NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
(dubi ous)
Mnty fresh. ..
HOVER

Yeah, it’s ah, mnt. Here.
Hormer hands Nausi kaa a sprig of Mnt.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Does wonders for the breath

NAUSI KAA
And why were you worried about your
br eat h?

HOVER

You know, hygi ene.

NAUSI KAA
If I’mclose enough to snell your
breath I’ m cl ose enough to snell
your BO. Hygi ene was not the
pur pose. You drank.

HOVER
No | did not!

Nausi kaa just | ooks at honer.
HOMER (cont’ d)
Where woul d | have even got the
W ne?

Nausi kaa conti nue wat chi ng.



HOVER (cont’ d)
Alright, fine! | searched the
beach and found that w ne you threw
off the cliff last night.

NAUSI KAA
Are you kidding me? | nean,
| ooking for a wine bottle in an
ocean ... that should be the new
needle in a hay stack! That is a
positively HERCULEAN t ask.

HOVER
| know, |’ m super i npressive.
NAUSI KAA
The lengths you' |l go to for a
little buzz.
HOVER

Yeah, it’'s, uh ...

NAUSI KAA
It’s not a conplinment. Listen,
what | need you to do is not a

small task. [It’s not easy. |It’'s
not sinple. It requires quick
t hi nki ng.

HOVER

|’ mgood at that. D d you see that
m nt ?

NAUSI KAA
It requires el oquence.
HOVER
Epi c poet, right here.
NAUSI KAA
It requires physical strength.
HOVER
Did you see these muscles? | can't

al ways get ny drinking noney by
si ngi ng songs.

NAUSI KAA
You know what it requires nost of
all?



There' s a

HOMVER
Dashing ... good | ooks?
NAUSI KAA

It requires sobriety, Honer,
because you can’t show your
strength if you can't walk in a
straight line. You can’'t appear
el oguent when you’re slurring your
words and you can’t think quickly
i f

HOVER
if | mdrunk.

NAUSI KAA
Yeah.

gener ous pause.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Wiy did you agree to help nme?

HOVER
| like to help people where | can.
| mean, |’m here, apparently no one

el se can help you. Wiy wouldn’t 1?

NAUSI KAA

| s there anything you want out of
it?

HOVER
You nentioned a princess’s dowy,
that seens pretty good. But |
would do it without it. You need
help. That’s all.

NAUSI KAA

But can you hel p ne?
HOVER

O course | can. | can do it.
NAUSI KAA

| really don’t know, Honmer. You'd
be a guest of the king. They'd
think you were royalty. Wne would
be near at hand --

HOVER
Yeah, about that, what exactly is
it that you want ne to do?

37.
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NAUSI KAA
First, let me show you this, then
while we practice I'll explain the
pl an.

HOVER

Show ne what ?

NAUSI KAA
Thi s!

Nausi kaa pulls sonething that |ooks |like a stone discus out
of her bag, pretending it’'s heavy. She tosses it to Homer
who screans and junps out of the way. It clatters to the
ground harm essly.

HOVER
(pi cking up disc)
What is this?

NAUSI KAA
Pretty clever, isn't it?

HOVER
Sure, clever. But what IS it?

NAUSI KAA
It’s made of wood and sone ot her
things that | painted to make it
| ook |ike stone.

HOVER
What’'s it for?

NAUSI KAA
We'l|l get to that. First, cone
wth ne and we’ Il practice throw ng
it. Just toss it to nme with kind
of a ... yeah, that’'s it. There’'s

alittle bit of a flick of the
wist. Watch ne.

Nausi kaa does an exaggerated throw ng notion. They continue
throwi ng the frisbee back and forth throughout the
conversati on.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Just |ike that yeah. OK so you
just take it and ... al nost.
You're getting close, there.
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HOVER
| don't feel like I’mgetting
cl ose.

NAUSI KAA
Don't worry, it’ll cone to you

Now, the plan. Yeah, just keep
throwing it. The plan.

HOVER
The pl an.

NAUSI KAA
| want to | eave this place, for
reasons of nmy own --

HOVER
Because the ocean is nade of tears.

NAUSI KAA
Yeah, that’s pretty nmuch it. But
we're on an island and | can’t just
borrow a boat and row away, plus I
woul dn’t want to do that to ny
famly. They need to think that

| m gone sonewhere where |I’'I| be
taken care of. | don't want them
wWor ryi ng.

HOVER

And you think that I'’mthe one to
take care of you ..

NAUSI KAA
No, | can take care of nyself. But
yes, they will THINK that you are
taking care of me. M origina
plan was to find a stranger, have
them pretend to be a king or maybe
a god or a god king or sonething--

HOVER
You really set your sites high.

NAUSI KAA
|’ma princess, why wouldn't [?
Anyway, they were going to pretend
to be sone king that ny famly had
never heard of and they wanted to
marry nme and whisk ne away to their
peopl e, right?



HOVER
XK, fake king, sham weddi ng, fake
peopl e, you ' re out of here.

NAUSI KAA
Exactly. Though I'd tell them I’ m
getting married there so there’d be
no sham weddi ng. Anyway, that was
an OK plan, but a pretty hard sell,
but then you nentioned Gdysseus.

HOVER
Yes, who di ed.
NAUSI KAA
Ri ght, but he died with no
wi tnesses, with no one willing to

talk about it, a long way from hone
or anywhere else, right?

HOVER
Well, | was a w tness.

NAUSI KAA
Yeah, so no w tnesses.

HOVER
| see. You were insulting ne.
Char m ng.

NAUSI KAA
And Odysseus is from Ithaka, sone
where that is far enough away from
here that our people generally
don’t go there. So if Qdysseus
bl ew of f course on his way hone
fromthe battle of Troy and were
shi pwecked here with his crew | ost
and just happened to fall for a
beautiful princess and wanted to
take her hone to be his queen and
j ust happened to need a ship to get
there ...

HOVER
Then he could get the princess, and
the ship, and the princess’s dowy
and help get the princess away from
her famly sonewhere they woul d
t hi nk she was taken care of.
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NAUSI KAA
Exactly.

HOVER
So in this scenario ... I'm
Qdysseus.

NAUSI KAA
Ri ght .

HOVER
You' re the princess.

NAUSI KAA
Preci sel y.

HOVER
| need to convince your famly that
" m Odysseus and that | |ost ny
Ccrew - -

NAUSI KAA

And that you actually won the
battle of troy. Wuldn't want them
sendi ng their daughter to marry a

| oser.

HOVER
Right, | won the battle of Troy,
sai |l ed away, got blown off course,
| ost nmy crew and now need a ride
back to Ithaka to bring ny new
gueen to rule there with ne.

NAUSI KAA
You got the gist of it.

HOVER
For a fanobus general |’ m apparently
a terrible navigator and captain.

NAUSI KAA
Just tell themthe gods did it.

HOVER
| guess that would work. | stil
don’t know what this thing is,
t hough.

NAUSI KAA
Onh right, well, ny brothers are
nmeat - heads and wi || undoubtedly
chal | enge you to sonme stupid

( MORE)
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
physi cal conpetition. Wich you

will |ose, believe ne.
HOVER

| don’t know, | can hold ny own.
NAUSI KAA

Are you a prince with nothing
better to do then sit around

| earni ng new nuscles and how to
strengt hen thenf

HOVER
Not really ...
NAUSI KAA
Then yeah, you wll lose. But it

woul d really help your case in
wanting to marry ne if the great
warrior QOdysseus could beat ny
brothers in sonething so ..

HOVER
So we’'re doing the discus toss and
Il be throwi ng this.

NAUSI KAA
Yeah, and you’'ve still got your
work cut out for you. See that
tree over there?

HOVER
Uh hubh.

NAUSI KAA
You need to be able to throw this
farther than that from here.

HOVER
| don’t think it can be done.
can barely throwit to you

NAUSI KAA
It can be done, you just aren’t
good enough at it yet.

HOVER
No, seriously, | nean physically,
how is it possible that soneone
could throw this that far?

42.



43.

NAUSI KAA
Trust nme, it’s possible.

HOVER
| really don't --

Nausi kaa grabs the disc and throws it well past the tree as
Honer | ooks on in shock.

NAUSI KAA
Just practice tonorrow, OK? You
need to get it that far every tine.
"1l have someone bring food again,
then we’ll neet to discuss how
you' re going to nmake it appear that
you got into the castle with the
hel p of the gods.

HOVER
The sane gods that shipwecked ne
and killed ny crew?

NAUSI KAA
No, different gods. There' s no
reason sone gods wouldn’t hate you
and sonme wouldn’t |ike you. Pick a
god to |ike you and a god to hate
you, then start building a story
about how you got here. W’II| talk
about it tonorrow

HOVER
| can do that.

NAUSI KAA
And don’t get drunk.

HOVER
| don’t even have any w ne.

NAUSI KAA
It hasn’t stopped you yet. Cone
on, let’s go find ny disc.

Hormer and Nausi kaa head towards the tree to find her disc.
We soon go into a tinelapse that shows the night passing,
the sun rising, then Homer practicing throwi ng the disc

t hroughout the day. 1It’s clear fromthe tinel apse that he
throws it over and over again w thout a break through the
whol e day. By the end he’s consistently getting it past the
tree. The tinelapse slows down as the sun sets and Honer
finally returns to the canp site to sleep. Nausikaa shows
up a little while later.



NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
| hope this isn’'t what you did al
day?

HOVER
It is not. | can throw the frisbee
beyond the tree now.

NAUSI KAA
Every tine?

HOVER
Ni ne tinmes out of ten.

NAUSI KAA
Cl ose enough. Alright, so we know
you' re going to be Odysseus and
you're going to want to marry me

HOVER
(too quickly)
Who wouldn’t, amrite?

NAUSI KAA
Uh.

HOVER
(exaggerated | aughter)
Just kidding. You're terrible. No
one woul d have you as a wife.

NAUSI KAA
Hnm
HOVER
VWhat | nmeant was ... | think |

remenber Odysseus was narried
al r eady.

NAUSI KAA
Are you sure?

HOVER
| " m not sure, sure. I nean, no one
brought their wives to the siege,
but

NAUSI KAA
| don’t think he was narri ed.

HOVER
Doesn’t he have a son?
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NAUSI KAA
How coul d he have a son if he
weren't married? No, | don’t think

he’s married. Anyway, you're
Qdysseus and you’ ve been
shi pw ecked by the gods.

HOVER
Posei don. Doesn’t it just nake
sense for Poseidon not to |ike nme?

NAUSI KAA
Doesn’t it make sense for a
sea-faring country to not want to
anger the sea god by sheltering his
eneny?

HOVER
| hadn’t thought of that .... no,
still think Poseidon is good.

Posei don hates ne. G ey-Eyed
At hena | oves ne.

NAUSI KAA
Way At hena? Wy not just go
straight to Zeus?

HOVER
That seens a little presunptuous,
doesn’t it? No, I'msticking with
At hena in the pro-Honer canp--

NAUSI KAA
Pr o- Gdysseus canp.

HOVER
Ri ght, and Poseidon in the
anti - honer canp.

NAUSI KAA
Sure. We'Il just have to sacrifice
sone bulls to Posei don or sonething
to make sure he forgives you

HOVER
Hey, and then we coul d eat sone
delicious bull neat!

NAUSI KAA
We could. You know ... you are way
nore chi pper than ... stand up.

Let ne snell your breath.
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HOVER
What, this again?

NAUSI KAA
Come on.

Honer stands and Nausi kaa snells his breath again. Once
again he is definitely nore into their proximty than she

is.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Sweet Ant heia, your breath is BAD

HOVER
But it doesn't snell |ike w ne,
does it?

NAUSI KAA
Not ... fresh w ne.

HOVER
| didn’t drink, Nausikaa. For the
first time inalong tine. 1 was

so busy practicing throw ng your
disc I didn't even think about it.

NAUSI KAA

That’ s i nprovenent, | guess.
HOVER

And I'’mexcited! | know what |'m

doing. Convince them |’ m Qdysseus.
Sweep you off your feet --

NAUSI KAA
PRETEND to sweep ne off ny feet.

HOVER
Sure, but they need to be
convi nced, then we need to high

tail it out of there. On one of
your fancy ... boats.
NAUSI KAA

Ships. K, so that parts fine, now
we just have to nake your entrance
sonet hi ng surprising so that

they' Il believe the gods had a hand
in your getting here.

HOVER
| was thinking maybe | could ride
kind of a big stallion. 1’d cone

( MORE)
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in when the sun was rising at
back, you know, so |I'd be back-Ilit
and the sun woul d nake a shi meri ng

corona around ny respl endent head,
as if... well, I don’t know. It
woul d | ook sweet.
NAUSI KAA
So ... you' d ride up on a horse?
HOVER

A stallion.

NAUSI KAA

Hmm But aren’'t stalions ..

mean, couldn’t any schno ride up on

one?

HOVER

It depends on if they have access

to a stallion.

NAUSI KAA

Do you have access to a stallion?

HOVER

Well, no, but I figured you being a

princess and al

NAUSI KAA

Coul d | oan you one of ny father’s
stallions and then you' d ride up on
nmy father’s mssing stallion and he

woul dn’t recognize it?

HOVER
Huh.
NAUSI KAA
Listen, 1’ve already worked it out.

Every norning ny father, Al Kkinoos,
and nmy nothere, Arete, wal k through
our orchards. Here’s what you’'l

need to do.

Scene becones a nontage narrated by Nausi kaa as the events

she narrates transpire on the scene.

The nusic is spy-esque

but ... ancient greek? | don’t know, conposer guy, we’ve
got to find some way to nake that work
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Il have one of ny nmid-servants,
a small girl, waiting for you
outside the city. She'll |ead you
through the city and into the
castle walls.

I n the acconpanyi ng action you get a shot of the

mai d-servant waiting for Homer. She has grey eyes. She
| eads Honmer through the town and then he clinbs over the
castle wall by pre-dawn |ight.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Once you're inside the castle walls
find a paved path that |eads
t hrough the orchard. Several trees
over hang the path, so find one to
clinmb up into, and then you just
need to wait for the King and
Queen. Once they pass under you,
drop down silently and enbrace ny
not hers knees, entreating her for
ai d.

In the action Honer clinbs the tree and positions hinself
above the path. He | ooks towards the horizon which is just
begi nning to show sunlight over it. He stifles a yawn and
finds a way to lay down in the tree.

HOVER
How am | supposed to drop silently?

Honer’ s eyes are dropping.

NAUSI KAA
Just ... land on the balls of your
feet.

They fall shut briefly and he shakes hinself awake. As the
narrati on conti nues Honer in the action has a hard tine
st ayi ng awake.

HOVER
And what should |I say?

NAUSI KAA
Just be el oquent, OK? Like what
you said to nme when we first net
but with | ess tangents about pal m
trees.
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HOVER
"1l be in an orchard, and | do
like to | ook for inspiration in ny
surroundi ngs. .

NAUSI KAA
I f you have to include a tree do
it, just work it alittle better,
oK?

HOVER
K. What kind of trees are they, |
m ght want to work up a few options
bef or ehand - -

NAUSI KAA
JUST FORGET ABOQUT THE TREES!
HOVER
How l ong until they go for their
wal k?
NAUSI KAA
It depends on the day, so just be
patient.
HOVER
What do | do while |'’mwaiting?
NAUSI KAA
You just ... wait. WAt is a verb.

It’s already an activity that

you' re doing. And renenber ..

drop silently so they don't hear
you com ng. Then you can tell them
At hena cl oaked you in m st or

sonet hing so you could arrive in

t he pal ace undet ect ed.

HOVER
CK, drop to the ground--

NAUSI KAA
Silently.

The action shows Homer fall asleep. Soon the sun is up and
Al ki noos and Arete are wal ki ng through the garden. You
can’t see Honer, just the underside of the tree he' s in.

Al ki noos and Arete get a few feet past the tree when a
clearly sleeping Honer falls out of it, slammng into the
ground. Arete and Al kinoos hurry over to himand attenpt to
wake him He's woozy still fromthe fall
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HOVER
Did 1l ... are you ... oh Helios,
god of the sun who has cast ne DOMN
to this favored | and am dst this
favored people. For | flew through
the air to be brought here to ..
for the people here are renown for
their kindly ways and nmany ..
trees ... |

Homer tries to get to his knees, falls back down. Al ki noos
tries to help himback up

HOVER (cont’ d)
No, please, | beg of you allow ne
to ..

Home enbraces Al ki noos’s knees, then opens his eyes to see
hairy | egs.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Par don ne.

He |l ets go and wal ks on his knees over to Arete, enbracing
her knees. He clears his throat.

HOVER (cont’ d)

(exceedingly dramatically)
Sweet Arete! Admrable Rhecenor’s
daughter, here is a man brui sed by
adversity, thrown upon your nercy
and the king, your husband’ s, of
course, begging indul gence of this
fine royal famly, may the gods
bl essings rest on theml May life
be kind to all! Let each one |eave
his children every good thing this
real m confers upon himand trees!
Trees to spare. But grant ne
passage to ny father’s land. M
honme and ny friends lie far. MW
life ... is pain.

The last Iine should be said as nel odramatically as
possi bl e, with Honmer hanging his head afterwards.

ARETE
| ... ah ...

Honmer let’s go of her leg and crawls over to the dirt. He
sits init and | ooks |like he’'s trying to cry. Wth one hand
he idly picks up dirt fromthe ground, then drops it on his
own head over and over as Al kinoos and Arete watch in
wonder .
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ALKI NOCS
|’msorry, friend, you startled us.
You were ... you flew here?

HOVER

| did, sir, through the skies on
the wings of the arrow of the gods
| was sent to this | and whence
tales of your generosity have been
spread far and w de.

ALKI NOCS
And you need passage hone?

Homer sinply nods sadly and continues dunping dirt on
hi msel f.

ARETE
Well cone, friend. W shall share
a neal with you and hear your
story, and then we shall speed you
on your way.

HOVER
Thank you, kind Arete.

Honer stands slowy, brushing hinmself off.

HOVER (cont’ d)
So, what's for lunch?

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

The Phaesaci an’s and Honer sit around the table in the nmain
hall. Nausikaa is still absent, but Al kinoos and Arete head
the table, all their sons are present and a handful of other
people. Honmer is sitting in Laodanmas’s spot and he gl owers
from across the room

HOVER
Is he ... angry at ne for
sonet hi ng?

ALKI NOCs
Angry? No, he’'s just ... trying to

be attentive. That’s ny son,

Laodanmas, and you’'re in what is
customarily his seat. But he
under stands how inportant it is to
the gods that we treat guests with

respect. Right, LACDAVAS?
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LACDANVAS
(smling)
O course, father.

ALKI NOGCS
| knew | could count on you.

Al ki noos turns to | ook at Arete and Laodanas begi ns

gl owering again. Honmer notices and junps in surprise. He
taps Al ki noos on the shoul der. Wen Al ki noos | ooks back
Laodarma begin smling again.

ALKI NOOS (cont’ d)
Yes?

HOVER
It was ... um... | don’t suppose
you have any w ne, do you?

ALKI NOCS
O course! W don’t wusually drink
it wwth lunch but if you would li--

HOVER
| would |ike!
ALKI NOCs
X, could you ... yes, could you

fetch some wine for our friend.

At that nonent Nausi kaa enters the room | ooki ng respl endent.
Honer’ s nouth drops open briefly.

HOVER
Wio is that |ovely young | ady?
ARETE
That is Nausi kaa, our duaghter.
HOVER
She is ... attractive.
ALKI NOCOs
Yes, she remnds ne of a palmtree
| once saw ...
HOVER

(eyes wi de)
Exactly, right? JUST like a palm
tree! You and ne, Al kinoos, we get
it.

Arete | ooks at themas if they' re crazy.
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ALKI NOCs
(1 ooking at Arete)
What, you don't see the
resenbl ance?

ARETE
Can’'t say that | do. She |ooks
i ke a gorgeous young | ady.

HOVER
| will certainly agree with you

Honmer nouths "Pal m Tree" to Al ki noos who nods
surreptitiously. They lapse into silence for a nonent as
Honmer eats. Nausikaa sits at the table but then sees a
servant entering with the wine. She puts two and two

t oget her and stands up, wal king over to the head of the
tabl e.

NAUSI KAA
|’msorry, | don’t believe |’ve mnet

ALKI NOOS
He hasn't said, and it’s a bit rude
to ask, don’t you think.

NAUSI KAA
Ah yes, HOWrude --

Wi | e saying "How' Nausi kaa throws out her arns dramatically
and hits the wine out of the servants hand. It falls to the
ground and shatters. Honer |ooks despondent.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
|’ m sorry, was that for soneone?

ALKI NOOS
It was for our gue--

HOVER

It was for ne, but don’t worry,
kind sir. No need to fetch nore.
Just ... let it be there ..
soaking into the ground, getting
the earth pleasantly drunk. The
earth just sitting there, sopping
it up, getting alittle buzz..

Everyone is staring at Honer who gradually trails off. He
| ooks up and notices the stares.
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HOMER (cont’ d)
What | neant to say was -- perhaps,
kind sir, it is providence that
this wine has been spilled. Let it
be an offering for those who have
fallen.

ALKI NOOCS
For the fallen.

NAUSI KAA
For the fallen.

Nausi kaa | ooks sad as she contenplates her brother. Arete
is | ooking at Homer with suspicion.

ARETE
Sir, your clothing are remarkably
like our own. In fact, it |ooks
i ke sonething I mght’ ve made.
HOVER
Ah yes, you now t hose gods, Arete.
So ... courteous. So thoughtful.
ALKI NOOS
" mnot sure | would describe them
as --
HOVER

Sure you woul d!'  Obviously they
vested nme in sonething that woul d
make me fit in with you fine
people. They really thought of
everything, DIDN T THEY?

Honer says the |last words for Nausi kaa s benefit.
ARETE
The resenbl ance is remarkable. In
fact that particular stain --

Honmer stands up, stretches and claps his hands.

HOVER
Yes! Remarkable. Those gods
definitely are. Well 1’ m beat.

Thanks for the grub. Have you got

a bed of |eaves or hay or sonething

| can lay down in for ny siesta?

promse I’'lIl tell you guys ny whol e

story, the whole ... sordid tale
right after | get a bit of

shut eye.
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ALKI NOCs
You' d like to take a nap?

HOVER
Yes, it’s only civilized. Nowif
you' Il direct ne to a bed of |eaves
or a particularly soft patch of
grass ...

ALKI NOCs
O ... we have beds you could sleep
in.

HOVER
WONDERFUL!  Nausi kaa, was it?

NAUSI KAA
Yes.

HOVER

My dearest Nausi kaa, would you
direct ne to the nearest bed so
that | can sleep init. Al alone?

Nausi kaa rolls her eyes in frustration and sighs. She |ooks
at her father.

ALKI NOOS
Go ahead, Nausi kaa.

NAUSI KAA
This way, sir.

HOVER
(headi ng out the door)
Thank you, Nausi kaa. Your father
and | were just discussing your
resenbl ance to a certain arborea
mani festation ...

Al ki noos shrugs and gets back to his lunch. Arete stares
after the departing pair for a few nonments chewi ng on her

l[ip.
| NT. PALACE GUEST BEDROOM

Nausi kaa and Honer enter the bedroom Nausikaa is chatting
wi th himam cably, glancing over her shoul der.

NAUSI KAA
Yes, the palace is quite palatia
this time of

She turns back to Honer and throws up her hands.
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
What was that?

HOVER
My expert ability to inprovise?

NAUSI KAA
You were going to drink!

HOVER
Sure, hair of the dog, you know and

NAUSI KAA

Honer, you were going to get drunk.
HOVER

| wouldn’t! | was just going for

sonething to take the edge off.

Nausi kaa stares at Honer, chewing her lip. She sighs and
steps out onto a bal cony overl ooking the ocean. She stares
for a few nonents. Honer eventually follows her. Wthout
turni ng she begi ns speaki ng.

NAUSI KAA
My brother was the greatest mariner
that this island had ever seen.
And that’s saying sonething. W're
ki nd of known for our sailing.

Nausi kaa pauses for a nonent and grips the railing a little
tighter.

HOVER
K, I've net sone of your brothers.
Wi ch one is he?

NAUSI KAA
You haven’t net him Do you know
why he was the best mariner?

HOVER
" mgoing to go with --

NAUSI KAA
Just save it. | could do w thout
the jokes right now He was the
best mari ner because he spent the
nost tinme on the water sailing. And
do you know why he did that?

Honmer remains silent.



NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)

(laughs softly)
| guess you do |learn. He spent so
much tinme on the water because he
was going to be king. He was
trapped. Everything in his life
had been decided for himand so ..
he sailed. Because when he sailed
he was in control. 1It’'s the one
thing he did for hinself. Maybe he
told people he had to be the best
to get the respect of the nen but
we all knew he’d surpassed everyone
|l ong ago. Sailing was how he
exerted control in his own life.
It was how he fought back.

Nausi kaa turns and | ooks at Honer, |eaning against the
railing.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
He was addicted. That’'s all an
addiction is. I1t’s our attenpt to
: to fight back against that
feeling of powerlessness. Wy do
you feel powerless, Honer? Wat
are you fighting back agai nst?

HOVER
I’m... not. |1’ve got nothing to
fight back against. |’ve got
nothing. |’mjust a drunk

NAUSI KAA

That’ s the easy way out, and you
know it. Addicts think they' re
bei ng brave when they nmake a big
deal and sigh and say "lI’mjust a
drunk” but all you re doing is

of f | oadi ng your problens to sonmeone
else. Again. And this tine it’s
your parents, or the gods, or
whonever afflicted you so. Poor
Honer, can’t help hinself, he’'s
just a drunk.

HOVER
But | can't --
NAUSI KAA
Just ... save it like | told you.
| don’t care anynore. | should ve

known better. Just forget our deal
( MORE)
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
and nake up whatever story you want
and get some noney fromny famly
and then get the next ship going
anywhere but here. Maybe soneone
else will wash up that can hel p ne.
It’s better than wasting ny plan on
you.

Nausi kaa exits. Hone stares after her, then sits on the bed
and cradles his head in his hands.

| NT. PALACE GUEST BEDROOM
It’s twilight and Honer | ays on the bed, staring at the

ceiling. There's a knock on the door, then Arete enters,
carrying a tray of food.

ARETE
|’msorry, did | wake you?
HOVER
You did not, your ... regality.
ARETE
You can call me Arete. O keep
going with "Regality.” It’'s
certainly unique. | brought sone

di nner for you.

HOVER
Thank you.

Arete sets the tray on a table, stands there for a nonent
and then turns to | eave.

HOVER (cont’ d)

Wait, did you ... did you happen to
bring ...

ARETE
Yes?

Honer nmakes a pai ned face.

HOVER
Did you bring any w ne?

ARETE
Yes, there on the tray. Sone of
the last Trojan wine in our stores
-- the best we have.

A tear slides down Honer’s face. He is choked up.
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HOVER
(full of sadness)
Thank you.

ARETE
O course.

She nods and turns towards the door, then exits. As the
door is about to shut Honer bolts upright and calls out.

HOVER
Arete! Wait. Could you ... help
me with sonmething?

ARETE
(returns to the room
What can | do for you, sir?

Homer takes a deep, shuddering breath.

HOVER
| have passed t hrough nmuch pain in
my tinme, Arete. M nen, ny arny,
my friends ... passed, playthings
of the cruel gods. | alone was
left alive, left to suffer and
grieve for those that were taken
fromme. Wen the last man died I
swore that | would not drink of the
vine until | returned to ny hone
| and and nade a sacrifice to the
gods for the great many nen that |
lost. But ny heart is so heavy |I'm
afraid it will break. | cannot
restrain nyself fromtrying to
forget nmy sorrows with w ne.

ARETE
|"msorry. Wat was your ship?
Perhaps 1’ ve heard of her.

HOVER
(I doubt you’ ve heard of her.
She was very little known.

The good ship ... Argo ...
ship. It was a ... good ship.
Anyway, it’s the path I’ ve
been given. | cannot break ny
oath to nmy nen, but ... |
cannot keep it. | have been

gone too | ong, have grown too
weak. Help ne, Arete. Don’t
| eave ...)
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Honer | ooks at the wine, licks his Iips, then shakes his
head, straightens his shoul der and | ooks directly at Arete.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Don’t | eave the wine, and don't |et
me drink any. Help me to keep ny
oat h.

Arete cocks her head and | ooks at Honmer for a | ong nonent.

HOVER (cont’ d)
| can’t turn to anyone el se, Arete.
Pl ease.

ARETE
(pi cking up the w ne)
I’11 help. But I wll want
sonmething in return.

HOVER
| have so little, but anything that
| have ...

ARETE
Not right now. | like it when

peopl e owe ne favors. Hel ps keep
t hem honest .

HOVER
You don’t need to worry about that,
your Regality. |1’mas honest as a

Spartan Scout in front of M nos.

ARETE
Uh hubh.

Arete | eaves. Honer glances at the tray.

HOVER
Seaf ood agai n? Wy do these guys
| ove seafood so nuch?

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

The famly is gathered in the main hall eating breakfast and
chatting. Laodamas is in his usual spot next to his father.
Honmer wal ks in | ooking pale and sweaty. He is obviously in
pain and cringes at the light.

ALKI NOOS
Laodarmas, would you mnd giving the
guest a seat?
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LAOCDANAS
(frowni ng)
Yes, father.

Laodamas stands and wal ks towards Homer, bunping himwth
hi s shoul der as he passes.

LACDAMAS (cont’ d)
(sarcastically)
|’msorry, | didn't see you there.
You don’t |look well, stranger. |Is
everything alright.

Honer | ooks up at Laodanas (who is nmuch taller than hin) and
squints into the light. He sighs, then notions Laodanas to
step over towards the wall

HOVER
Can | confide in you, Laodanas?

LACDANVAS
Uh ... sure?
HOVER
| ” m havi ng wi t hdrawal s.
LAGDANVAS
(smling)
Haha, can’t handle your --
HOVER
See, | haven't killed anyone with
my bare hands in ... well, it’s
been at | east a few weeks. | start

to get the itch, you know?
Honer scratches his hand.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Do you get that?

LACDANAS
(shocked)
|, uh --

HOVER
| don’t know what it is, but it
gets to ne. Do you have any
crimnals you' re planning on
executing anyway? | could do it
for you, you know. Just grab their
head, like this

Homer reaches up and grabs Laodamas’ s head.



HOVER (cont’ d)
Then put your thunbs right over
their eyes and then you just apply
alittle pressure --

LACDANAS
(pushi ng hi m away)
No no no, we don’t have anyone t hat
needs ... we don't have any
crimnals here.

HOVER
(takes a step forward)
Are you sure. | nean, if you're

squeam sh around the eyes | could
al ways go for the classic, hand
around the throat just like --

LACDANVAS
Enough! Enough, OK?

ALKI NOCS
(noticing the ruckus)
| s everything alright, Laodanas.

HOVER
| was just talking to your son
about sone chiropractic techni ques
| know. It feels so good it’l
make your eyes roll back in your
head, right, Laodamas?

LACDANAS
Sure, sure.

ALKI NOOS
Conme join us, friend. Eat.

HOVER
Don"t mind if I do. W’IIl continue
chatting about this |ater, Lae.

Honmer wi nks at Laodamas. He shudders and goes to a
different seat, staring at Homer cautiously.

ALKI NOOS
You' |l have to try our teganites.
Arete nentioned you preferred that
for breakfast over bread and w ne.

Arete smles.
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HOVER
Yes, you' re quite kind, Regality.
ALKI NOGS
Beg pardon?
HOVER
Your lovely wife is quite Regal.
In any case, | do love sone ... uh
teganites. Who doesn’'t? Wth
some ... oh, you put fish on those
too, huh? Well, |I"mnore than

happy to --
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Laodarmas has been silently stewing the whole tinme. Finally

he st ands,

shout i ng.

LACDANVAS
FATHER! It is near tinme for the
ganes to begin.

ALKI NOCs
You' re right! Homer, come with us,
wat ch the nmen of our country
conpete. [|I’'Il wager you’ ve never
seen a |and and a people |like ours
in all your travels.

HOVER

Ganes, huh? Wat, like ... a board

ganme? Twenty squares?

LACDANVAS
Sonething a little nore ..
strenuous than that.

ALKI NOCs
My sons are quite inventive and
i mensely strong. We participate
in the usual ganes |ike running,
boxi ng, discuss, but they have
created ganmes a trifle nore
... physi cal

Cut to outside.

EXT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

The canmera shows Homer’'s face utterly aghast.

to show Laodanas strai ning,
back to he is standing behind a cow (the cowis

further

neck veins bul di ng.

It pulls back
It pulls

facing the canera so what he’'s doing is obscured). He
continues to strain.
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ls that ....?

ALKI NOGS
Conpetitive Calf Birthing. It
t akes sonme preparation, and it’s
hard to get several cows ready to
give birth at the sane tinme but
when you do it’s a sight to behol d.

The canera pulls back further to reveal three of Al kinoos’s
sons, each one straining behind a cow Honer |ooks |ike
he’ s about to puke.

HOVER
Oh ... oh ny. Sweet Eileithyia.

After a nonent nore straining Laodanmas cries out and pulls a
calf fromthe nother, holding it up in the air. The calf

| ooks fairly fake, but is leaking amiotic fluid all over
him (or sonmething, it’'s goopy and gross). The other two
brot hers make dissatisfied faces and give up. Laodamas
swaggers over to Homer and puts his (disgusting) hand on
Hormer’ s shoul der.

LACDANMAS
Care to join in? There's two cows
left, we could do one on one.

Homer brushes Laodanmas’s hand off with his and | ooks up at
hi m

HOVER
THAT' S what that rem nds ne of.
Have you ever cracked open a skul
with a swift kick to soneone’s
head? The fluid around the brain
|l ooks a lot |ike that. Good tines.

LACDANAS
(flustered)
You tal k a good gane, but | think
maybe the sea has made you weak and
talk is all you can do.

ALKI NOOS
Laodanas!

HOVER
It’s alright, Al kinoos. Your son
must just be over excited after his
great victory as best cow m dw fe.
Do you get a garland for that?
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LACDANMAS
(through gritted teeth)
|"mstill only hearing tal ki ng.

HOVER
Fine, Lae. |'mnore of a
traditionalist. Bring over the
di scusses. 1’|l choose a nice
[ ight one for you.

Honer | ooks through the cart filled with D scusses.

HOVER (cont’ d)
(under hi s breath)
Come on, Nausi kaa, please say you
got this set up before you got nad
at nme.

He finds the smallest and hands it to Laodanas.
HOMER (cont’ d)
Here, 1'Il even give you an
advantage. And I'IIl take ..

Honmer runs his hands over the discusses, feeling each one.
Finally he smles and picks up the | argest one.

HOVER (cont’ d)

"Il take this one. Into the sea.
LACDANMAS
W normal ly --
HOVER
Yeah, |’ m sure you normally just
roll themdown a hill and call it a

day, but for the distance |I throw
only the sea is large enough. o
ahead, Lae. Maybe dry your hands
of f first.

Laodanmas w pes off his hands and then grabs the discuss,
testing it by tossing it around. He smles, takes a few
test swings with his arm then hurls it into the sea with a
yell. Homer’s eyes briefly light up with surprise as the

di scuss sails over the waves and crashes into the water, but
he replaces it quickly.

HOVER (cont’ d)
An excellent throw, and it’s a fool
who conpetes with his host. 1'd
rather call you the w nner and be
done with it, Lae.
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LACDANVAS
Still just talking.

HOVER
So ... you want ne to throw. Here,
in front of everyone. 1In front of,

| assune, the wonman who wil|l
eventual |y beconme your w fe and
whose baby you will deliver at
record speed?

LAGDANAS
JUST THROW

HOVER
Don’t say | didn’'t warn you

Honer practices a couple tines |like he’s throwing a frisbee.
Laodamas and his brothers scoff at the ridicul ous technique
until he winds up and releases with a grunt. The wooden

di scuss catches the wind and sails over the waves goi ng so
far into the distance it’s lost in the reflection of the sun
on the ocean. Honmer shields his eyes to watch it fall, then
turns and wal ks by a stunned Laodanmas. He |eans over and
speaks so only he can hear it.

HOVER (cont’ d)
And that's while I'"mstill
suffering withdrawals. I1nmagine if

|"d gotten to kill a man this
nor ni ng.

Honer pats Laodamas on the shoul der and then conti nues
wal ki ng. Laodamas wat ches hi m wal k back towards Al ki noos,
who is clapping, half in awe half afraid.

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE BALCONY
Nausi kaa is on the bal cony | ooking over the sea as the sun

sets again. Eurykleia approaches behind her and stops,
wai ting for Nausikaa to notice her.

NAUSI KAA

You know it has its nonents, Leia.
EURYKLEI A

VWhat does?
NAUSI KAA

The sea. It’s not all bad. It has

it’s nonents.



EURYKLEI A
|"mglad --

NAUSI KAA
You know it really | ooks best when
it’s about to disappear into the
dark of night. Did you notice
t hat ?

EURYKLEI A
Aaaaaand she’s back.

NAUSI KAA
Li ke a spurned suitor who nakes
sure to suck in his gut when he’'s
wal ki ng away.

EURYKLEI A
You really should be a poet.

NAUSI KAA
| should, shouldn’t 1? Speaking of
whi ch, has our "epic poet” finally
left us?

EURYKLEI A
Ah ... he has not.

NAUSI KAA
You say that |ike there’ s sonething
nmore | should know.

EURYKLEI A
Vel |

NAUSI KAA
What, he can’'t even | eave right?

EURYKLEI A
When you asked himto |l eave did you
perchance tell himhe should tel
stories about ... how sone of his
men were eaten by canni bals before
he left?

NAUSI KAA
| did not.

EURYKLEI A
O how he blinded a cyclops with a
wooden st ake?
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NAUSI KAA
That was definitely not part of the
pl an.

EURYKLEI A

O how he stayed with King Aeol us
who gave hima bag containing al
t he wi nds except the west w nd?

NAUSI KAA
HOW COULD YOU EVEN PUT WNDS IN A
BAG???
EURYKLEI A
O --
NAUSI KAA
Don't tell nme any nore! |’ve got

to see what he’'s doing nyself and
HOPE he hasn’t destroyed ny chances
of getting off this island.

Nausi kaa runs fromthe room
| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE MAI N HALL

Nausi kaa enters quietly through a side door and here’s Homer
talking in the distance. |It’s silent except for his voice.

HOVER
...the next day | took to the
forest and clinbed a rock to | ook
over the island we’d found
oursel ves cast upon. It was
densely wooded but in the mddle I
saw snoke rising froma fire so
went back and split the [ast of ny
soldiers in tw. There were only
46 of us left, so we cast lots to
see who woul d stay on the ship and
who woul d go investigate the fire.
The ot fell on ny second in
command, who took twenty two fine
soldiers and went to see if the
i nhabitants of the island woul d
help us, or if they had | ess noble
i ntentions.

Nausi kaa comes around a pillar to see the entire pal ace
arrayed around Homer who is standing by the fire telling his
tale.



69.

HOVER (cont’ d)

| magi ne ny surprise when only ny
second in command canme back hours
|later, terrified out of his wits.
They had net a woman -- a witch! --
naned Circe who had gotten ny nen
drunk and full and then transforned
theminto sw ne!

There’s a gasp fromthe audi ence. Nausikaa finds a seat
next to Laodamas.

Honmer

HOVER (cont’ d)
| determined to go to this witch
and demand she turn nmy nen back
into ... nen, | guess. Wile | was
on the way who should | run into
but Hernes, messenger of the gods.
He gave ne a plant to eat that
woul d keep Circe’'s magic from
working on ne. | went into the
castle, drank her potion and
pretended to be under her spell
then | eapt up at the last second
and drew nmy sword across her neck
and told her she had to turn ny nen
back into thenmselves or I’'d slice
her head clean off.

makes a "neck cutting” sound and swi pes his thunb

across his neck. Nausi kaa | eans over to Laodanss.

NAUSI KAA
How | ong has he been goi ng?
LACDANAS
Since after the ganes.
NAUSI KAA
And people are ... | nean ... is
his story true?
LACDANVAS
(a haunted | ook in his eyes)
It’s all true. | shouldn’t have

chal l enged him Nausi kaa. Did you
know he killed a cycl ops?

NAUS| KAA
(doubf ul)
| " d heard.



There’s_a
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HOVER
So she made ne a bargain.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER
What ki nd of bargain?

HOVER
(suggestivel y)
Well, it’s ny policy to never
bargain and tell but if you nust

know . ..

| augh fromthe gathered crowd. Nausi kaa | ooks
shock.

HOMER (cont’ d)

No no, Circe and | ... we weren't
right for each other. She’ d turned
ny men into swne. | threatened to

kill her. She tried to bl acknai
me to neet nmy own trojan horse, if
you know what | nean ..

Anot her | augh. Nausi kaa whi spers to Laodanas.

NAUSI KAA
Was that funny?

LACDANVAS

(still haunted)
Even if it wasn’'t, you' d be wise to
| augh.

NAUSI KAA
What in the world got into you,
Lae?

LACDANVAS

(whi spered through gritted
t eet h)
DON' T CALL ME THAT

NAUSI KAA
Lae?

LAGCDANAS
[Inarticulate frantic hushing
sounds]

NAUSI KAA

But
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LACDANAS
[more of the sane while gesturing
t owar ds Honer |

HOVER

forced to stay there a year and
put up with ... well, let’s just
say | was normally the sieger but
inthis case | was the siegeee.
Eventual |y she sent us on our way
and -- could | get sonething to
drink? M throat is getting dry
fromall this!

A servant enters holding wine. Nausikaa watches with
interest as Arete intercepts the servant and sends her back.
She returns in a nonent with water. Honer takes a drink,

| ooks at the glass sadly, shrugs then takes another drink.

HOMER (cont’ d)
VWhere was | ?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER
You were busy getting your trojan
horse through her ... uh ... main
gates ...

HOVER
How about you | eave the wit to ne,
buddy. You’re havi ng enough
troubl e hol di ng your glass w thout
spilling that ... without spilling
your wine. Just, hold onto that.
Tight, OK? And take a drink if you
want .... that’s it. OK now that
your nouth is full | can continue.

There’s laughter fromthe crowd.

HOVER (cont’ d)
Right, so a year later she finally
lets me go but not before telling
me a path to get hone. | shouldn’t
have trusted her path, but

Honer’ s speech fades as Nausi kaa | ooks around. Everyone is
enj oyi ng thensel ves, conpletely engaged in his speech. She
shrugs, smles, and then settles in to listen.
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| NT. NAUSI KAA' S BEDROOM

Nausi kaa is sl eeping when a sound on the roof wakes her up.
She gets up, alert, and |listens. She heard another sound,
then a larger thud as soneone cries out. She sees a few
roof tiles slide off the roof, fall past her bal cony and hit
the ground bel ow. She gets up and goes over to her bal cony
then stands on the railing to see who is on the roof. Honer
is unsteadily making his way al ong the roof.

NAUSI KAA
Honer, what are you doi ng up here?

She startles Honer who nearly falls again.

HOVER
Who is that?

NAUSI KAA
It’s ne, the only person who knows
your real nanme is Honer.

HOVER
At hena?
NAUSI KAA
Nausi kaa.
HOVER
NAUSI KAAl  That’s right. Yes
that’s ... this is your roonf? |

mean, yes yes, this is your room
| was trying to find you.

NAUSI KAA
Huh.

Nausi kaa clinbs easily onto the roof and sits next to Honer.

HOVER
Yes, | wanted to strategi ze about
... ah ... tonorrow and ...

NAUSI KAA
And find your way to the kitchens
whi ch are a hundred yards further
down the roof?

HOVER
(depressed)
A hundred yards??



NAUSI KAA
Got the nmunchi es, huh?

HOVER
Well | didn't eat nmuch dinner since
| was busy convincing your famly
that 1’ m Qdysseus, sl ayer of

NAUSI KAA
The | adi es, apparently.
HOVER
And cycl opses. Cycl opsi ?
Cycl opes?
NAUSI KAA

For soneone who kind of seens |ike
an idiot nost of the time you' re
oddly confortable in front of a |ot
of peopl e.

HOVER
Ignoring the part where | seemlike
an idiot ... did you just

conpl i ment ne?

NAUSI KAA
Don't let it go to your head.

HOVER
Too late. You think I'mthe
great est ever.

NAUSI KAA

VWhere did all that cone fronf
HOVER

It just ... cane. | don’t know.
NAUSI KAA

But you weren’t drunk.
HOVER

O course not! | knew how

important this was to you so
gallantly swore off the drink in
order to --

NAUSI KAA
In order to sonehow get my nomto
keep anyone from gi vi ng you booze.
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HOMVER
How did you know?
NAUSI KAA
| see things. But you haven’'t had
booze and now . ..

Honmer sits down roughly finally next to Nausikaa.

HOVER
| just really want a drink
Nausi kaa.

NAUSI KAA

Knowi ng that if you were drunk
t onorrow norni ng you would Iikely
bl ow t he whol e t hi ng.

HOVER
|'d be fine.

NAUSI KAA
Woul d you?

Honme is silent for a mnute.

HOVER
Does it matter?
NAUSI KAA
What do you nean does it matter?
HOVER
| mean it DOESN T matter. | just
want it. It doesn't matter if it
woul d | ead all your dreanms to catch
fire and burn. | want a drink.
NAUSI KAA

How did you get my nomto hel p you?

HOVER
When she brought nme dinner | told
her 1'd made an oath not to drink
until | got back to ny hone | and
and coul d make an offering.

NAUSI KAA
And if you drank tonight she’d know
the jig was up

Honer is silent for another mnute. He lays back with his
hands behind his head and | ooks at the stars. Nausikaa
follows suit.
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HOVER
Does it matter?

NAUSI KAA
It matters to ne.

HOVER
Well then it’s a good thing I ran
into you first, | guess.

NAUSI KAA
Honer, you did so well today.
Can’t you just ... nmake it a few

nore days and hel p nme get out of
here? You were anazi ng.

Honer | ooks over and gets a sil houette shot of Nausikaa in
front of the rising noon. He realizes for the first tine
she’s wearing thin material to sleep in and gul ps.

HOVER
Sure, | could nmake it a few days.
Nausi kaa | ooks back at Honer whose face is illum nated by
t he noon.
NAUSI KAA
No you can’t.
HOVER
No | cannot.
NAUSI KAA
And | can’t watch you every hour of
every day.
HOVER

Ri ght you are, so you should
probably just give up and let nme go
get ny drink now. 1'Il get it
eventual |y anyway.

Wth a grunt Honmer starts standing up, but the tiles begin
sliding under his feet. He slides down to the end of the
roof and falls off, sailing over the bal cony and falling two
stories down to the ground with a crash. Nausi kaa gets down
off the roof and runs to the bal cony, |eaning out over it
and | ooki ng at Honmer whose leg is bent under himat a
terrible angle.

NAUSI KAA
Honer! Are you alright?
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HOVER
don't feel great.

NAUSI KAA
Are you going to be OK?

HOVER
| think I broke ny leg. Let ne try
and nove it.

Honer screams in pain. Nausikaa cringes.
HOVER (cont’ d)
Yeah, yeah. | think it’s broken.
And maybe ... all ny other bones.

There’s a commmotion as sonme guards start com ng towards the
source of the scream

NAUSI KAA
Don’t worry, help is on the way.
HOVER
K, 1I"1l stay here.
NAUSI KAA
Don't pass out. | think that’s bad
when you do.
HOVER
(0
NAUSI KAA
Are you sure you'll be OK?
HOVER
| am sure that |’ mnot dead
al r eady.
NAUSI KAA
That’'s ... ah ... that’s a good
attitude.

There’s a nonent of silence. Nausi kaa | eans out further and
| ooks at the ground.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Are you there?

HOVER
I"mstill alive. For now.
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NAUSI KAA
Ch good. Hey, Honer.
HOVER
Uh huh.
NAUSI KAA

| thought of a way to keep you from
getting at the w ne.

HOVER
You are just the worst. Person.
Ever.

NAUSI KAA

Thanks, Honer. They're al nost here
so | better start pretending | was
asl eep. ©ood talk.

Nausi kaa retreats to her room
EXT. PHAEACI AN PALACE

Honmer |inps along a path |eading fromthe pal ace towards a
wooded area. He's covered in sweat and noving slowly and
awkwardly. The words "Six nmonths |ater" appears on the
screen, then fades out.

Homer clinbs a small hill to find a shack and a range for
practicing archery. Laodamas is already there shooting at
targets. Homer is breathing heavy and sweat drips off him
as he gradually cones to a stop outside the shack. He
reaches up under his shirt by his arnpits and fiddles with
sonet hing. The canera shows a view of his feet and two
ropes fall into the dust with a thud. Both ropes have |arge
stones hanging off them Honer steps away fromthe canera’ s
vi ew towards the shack

You see a cl oseup of a huge nunber of bows nounted on the
wall. They range in size fromthin and short to tall and
very thick. Homer runs his hand over a few of them then
noves back and grabs the smallest. He flexes it easily in
his hands with a small smle. Laodamas is in the background
and stops to ook at him

LACDANMAS
Renenber when you coul d hardly
string that bow?

HOVER
(1 aughi ng)
Yeah. You gave it to ne in that
bed and | just laid there, flexing
it over and over until
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LACDANAS
Until | brought a bigger one.

Homer smiles and puts the bow back and runs his fingers
across the other until he reaches the largest. In the
background Laodamas’s eyebrows shoot up. Honer takes the
bow of f the wall and hefts it in his hand, spinning it
around his back like a staff and then holding it in his
hands agai n.

LACDANMAS (cont’ d)
Are you going to string that or
just dance with it?

HOVER
Ch, | was going to do nore than
just dance with it.
Laodamas gives hima |l ook |ike he's very weird.

HOMER (cont’ d)

(1 aughi ng)
You are still the nost gullible guy
|’ve ever net. | do nothing but
mess with you and you buy it every
tinme.
LACDANVAS
In ny defense ... no one else

messes with ne.

HOVER
That’ s because everyone pictures
you crushing their head |like a
grape. But | know the truth. You
hat e grapes.

Honer grabs a string off the wall, puts it over one end of
t he bow, places that end of the bow in the ground, steps
over it, then pushes with one hand agai nst the bow while the
other pulls the string up to hook it over the top end.

Si news pop out on his neck and he holds his breath as he
strains until finally he gets the | oop over the top of the
bow. He lifts it up and gives the string a few pulls, then
grabs a handful of arrows and wal ks over to the range next
to Laodamas. Laodamas is staring at himwith a surprised

| ook on his face. Honer ignores it, nocks an arrow, draws
it back and ains while controlling his breathing. Laodanas
| eans on his own bow to watch

It’s an i ntense nonent as Homer sights down the arrow, hold
his breath, then lets it fly. The arrow sails right over
the target. A wi de shot shows the arrow sail away fromthe
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range and down the hill before enbedding itself in a tree
right in the mddle of a carving of a heart with "O + A"
witten in it (it lands in the plus sign).

Laodamas bursts out | aughing. And Honer shrugs and nocks
anot her arrow. Laodanmas reaches out and pushes the arrow
poi nt towards the ground.

LACDANAS
No no, | think alittle nore
practice on a | ower powered bow is
in order, OK? You could shoot the
arrow hal fway around the world and
kill someone with that thing. Take
this.

He hands Homer his own bow. Honer shrugs and trades with
him This tine when he shoots the arrow hits the target.

LACDAMAS (cont’ d)
Better. WMan, how did you ever Kkill
anyone in battle with archery |ike

yours?
HOVER

| was nore of a ... strategist.
LAGDANAS

Uh huh.
HOVER

Listen, | can tell you this in the

nost condescendi ng way | can think
of because | was a great genera
and so far you're a great athlete
with a strange obsession with cows.

LACDANAS
They’ re heavy and docile and --

HOVER
Not getting into that again. Point
i's, sone people swing the axes,
sonme people tell themwhere to
swwng it. You're the former, I'm
the latter.

LACDANAS
| can’t believe you had ne
convi nced you were sonme ki nd of
wild man nurderer ... person.
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HOVER
Like | said. You re an axe
swi nger. Leave the plots to those
of us who are tellers.

| NT. PHAEACI AN PALACE MAI N HALL

Honer and Laodamas enter to find the rest of the famly
there eating lunch. Homer wal ks nuch easier wi thout his
wei ghts. Nausi kaa | ooks up when Honer wal ks i n.

NAUSI KAA
Honer! So nice of you to join us!

HOVER
Nausi kaa! Apple of ny eye. Jewel
of my crown. Palmof ny tree.

He approaches and gives her a hug that both appear to be a
l[ittle enbarrassed about. She bl ushes.

ALKI NOCs
The councilnmen and | were just
di scussing you, Honer. You're
basically healed now and I’ m sure
you' re anxious to get to your | and.
W’ ve decided to give you our
fastest ship. As dowy.

HOVER
That is an incredible gift! In
fact, far too fine to be called
"Dowry." It’s such a sad soundi ng
word. Like ... dour. Dour-y.

NAUSI KAA
(hitting Honer playfully)
Oh stop it!

HOVER
Thank you, Al kinoos, for
considering ny request. M

betrothed and | shall |eave at once
to performour nuptials in the holy
| ands of
ALKI NOGS
What? You’'re not doing it here?
HOVER
VWhat, right here? | nean, |

t hought that woul d be unconfortable
for you, but if you really insist.



ARETE
[ coughs] Weddi ng, Qdysseus. Wy
can’t you have the weddi ng here?

| ooks at Nausi kaa with panic.

HOVER

Vell, that’s a good question.
ARETE

| always ask good questions.
HOVER

Wth an equal |y good answer.
ARETE

| woul d expect nothing |ess.
HOVER

And that answer is ... that ... the

bride ....

NAUSI KAA

Must wear a dress spun by the
silkworns that live in his |and.
Isn’t that what you told ne,
Qdysseus?

HOVER
Yes it is! Silkworns. You know
how nmuch we love ... worm dresses.

From our fanous spinning worms.
| m sure you’ ve heard of them
They don’t actually spin around,
m nd you. And naybe they don’t
have tiny spinning wheels either.
| think.

NAUSI KAA

They just ... produce the silk.
HOVER

Li ke ... how humans produce poop?
EURYKLEI A

O spit!
HOVER

VWll, that is why. The fanous worm
spit and/ or poop dresses of ny

( MORE)

81.
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HOVER (cont’ d)
land. Cearly I don’t know nuch
about them because |I’ma man and
thus not required to wear said
dresses, but the wonmenfol k do seem
to know. As well they shoul d.

ARETE
An interesting tradition.

HOVER
That’s the thing with traditions.
They are interesting and absol utely
unquestionable. But | am overcone
wWth joy at the prospect of wedding
your fine daughter and the dowy is
absol utely amazing. Thank you so

nmuch.

ALKI NOCS
I f we’re not having the weddi ng
here then | insist you cast off

tonorrow. We're not going to delay
Nausi kaa’s marital bliss any nore.

NAUSI KAA
Thank you, father.

Al ki noos snil es.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
And t hank you not her.

Arete gives a distracted smle and stares into the distance
bef ore | ooki ng back at Nausi kaa and Honer.

HOVER
Right, well, that’s enough | unch.

ALKI NOOS
| don’t think you ate anything.

HOVER
| didn’t, but I did snell it and
that is enough to sustain ne.
Laodanmas, what’s next on the agenda
for today?

LACDANAS
Well, if you re leaving soon it’s
about tinme you fulfilled your end
of the deal and taught ne your
di scuss techni que.
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HOVER
The deal was 1’1l tell you when
| eave. Exactly when. 1’11l yel
the secret as the boat is pulling
out .
LAGDANVAS
What if | don’t understand?
HOVER
Trust nme, you' |l understand. So

back to the range?

LACDANVAS
Sur e.

| NT. PALACE GUEST BEDROOM

Homer is laying in bed, the sun has already set. The room
now reflects the fact that he’s lived there for six nonths.
There are nultiple sets of clothes fol ded up. Several bows
are nmounted on the walls. There’'s a collection of sea
shells along a wwndow sill. There's a gentle knock at the
door and Nausi kaa slips in.
NAUSI KAA
You awake?

HOVER
Mrhmm

Nausi kaa sits on the edge of the bed. Homer tries to subtly
breath deeply, inhaling her scent.

NAUSI KAA
We just about nade it.

HOVER
Yeah, it’s basically in the bag.

NAUSI KAA
Tonmorrow we hop on that ship, cross
the ocean one |last tinme and then

HOVER
And then a worm poop dress.

Nausi kaa | aughs softly.
NAUSI KAA

No, | already know what |’ m goi ng
to do.
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HOVER
VWhat's that?

NAUSI KAA
|’ mgoing to get as far away from
t he ocean and water and boats as |
possi bly can. You know how |’ m
going to know when I’ m far enough

away ?

HOVER
Well | inmagi ne when you reach
anot her ocean you’'ll know you’ ve

gone to far

NAUSI KAA
|’ mgoing to take an oar with nme --
just carry it over ny shoul der.
And when soneone asks nme what that
thing I"'mcarrying is ... then |I'1]
have gone far enough.

HOVER
OK, two things. First ... very
poetic. And as an epic poet, |
like that. Could | use it in a
poem at some point?

NAUSI KAA
Sure, sure.

HOVER
Second. You're going to carry an
oar? W't that get heavy?

NAUSI KAA
| think I can nanage.

HOVER
Wul d you |ike sonmeone to carry it
for you? Wuld you like sone ...
conpany?

Nausi kaa | ooks at Homer |aying on the bed for a nonent
concerned. She opens her nouth to say sonething, the closes
it. Finally she speaks.

NAUSI KAA
(st andi ng)
Il have Leia with ne. | should
probably |l et you sleep. Big day
t onor r ow.
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HOVER
Sur e.

As Nausi kaa approaches the door there’s a soft knock.

NAUSI KAA
(mout hi ng)
Lae?

HOVER
Do you think he can knock that
qui etly?

Nausi kaa gets onto the bal cony and clinbs up onto the roof.
Honmer |istens to her scurry away, then goes and answers the
door.

ARETE
Hel | o, Odysseus. May | speak with
you?

HOVER

Sure, sure, poneirL m’ am \Wat
is on your mnd?

Arete sits on a stool, crosses her | egs and snooths down her
dress. She clasps her hands on her |ap, unclasps them and
snoot hs her dress again, then reclasps them Homer sits on
t he edge of the bed.

ARETE
Laodanmas says you’ ve becone a
proficient archer.

HOVER
| minproving.

ARETE
It’s odd that a general woul dn’t
al ready be a proficient archer.

HOVER
" mnore of a strategist, you know?

ARETE
Yes, and I'’mnore of a queen than a
mai d, but | still know how to do
the [ aundry.

Honer shrugs.



HOVER
You know in ny trainings | spent ny
tinme learning to build fake horses
instead of archery. It was a
choi ce that served ne well.

ARETE
| see.

There’s an unconfortable silence.

HOVER
Maybe | woul d’ ve been better off
with archery, though. You know the
famous saying, to the nman with a
hamrer every problem | ooks |ike a
nail. Well to the man who excels
at making | arge holl ow horses ..

ARETE
Yes, | see that problem Though it
does appear to have worked out in
t he end.

HOVER
Yes it did.

The unconfortable silence returns.

ARETE
Qdysseus, it’s been six nonths and
| haven’t |let you get a drop of
drink. 1'd say you owe ne a pretty
| arge favor.

HOVER
| do, ma’am yes. And |I'’myvery
grateful for ny help. M dead nen
all sing your praises from...
where do good people go again? Al
you ever hear about is Hades, but
that seens really unpl easant.

ARETE
No no, everyone goes to Hades. CQur
afterlife is crap.

HOVER
It is. | think when | get there
|11 get nmy nen together and we’l|
| eave and make sone GOOD afterlife.
Sonme kind of ... Elysium... plains
where it never snows ...
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ARETE
Yes, your attenpts to distract with
made up pl aces are admrable, but I
won't be deterred. You owe ne a
favor and | want it now.

HOVER
Anything in ny power, Arete.
ARETE
| want the truth. | want you to be

conpl etely honest with me for the
remai nder of this night.

Homer is taken aback.

HOVER
(hal tingly)
Have | not al ways been honest wth
you?
ARETE

(monot one)
No, you have not.

HOVER
But - -

Arete holds up a hand.

ARETE
And | don’'t care. W are so seldom
honest with each other that a
little nore dishonesty rarely
hurts. But this is ny only
daughter we’'re tal king about and I
care about her deeply. | nust know
the truth.

HOVER
(takes a deep breath)
K. What do you want to know and
"1l ... be honest.

ARETE
Do you | ove her?

Homer is surprised once again.

HOVER
What ?
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ARETE
Do you honestly and genuinely | ove
her ?

Homer furrows his brow and | ooks at his hands. He licks his
lips. He |ooks back up, directly into Arete’s eyes, and
speaks.

HOVER
| do.

ARETE
Does she | ove you?

Homer makes a slight shrugging notion. He |ooks out the
bal cony for a second and then | ooks back.

HOVER
Have you asked her?

ARETE
| have and she said that she did,
but | don’t believe her.

HOVER
On.

Honer | ooks crestfallen. He shrugs again.

HOMER (cont’ d)

Then | don’t know. | had hoped ..
but, uh ... she ..
ARETE

That’s OK. Whether or not she
| oves you this is, for whatever
reason, what she wants. And she’'s

an adult, I aminclined to give her
what she wants but | can’t just |et
her go like that. | want to know
that ... OK, one nore question.
HOVER
(014
ARETE

WIIl she be happy?

HOVER
| am doing everything in ny power
to make sure she is as happy as she
can be.
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ARETE
That doesn’t answer the question.
HOVER
Because | can’t answer it. Do you
think she will be?
ARETE
| believe she thinks she will be.
HOVER
She’s sharp, Arete. | would trust

her on this.

ARETE
Smart peopl e never know what wil|
real ly make them happy. Believe

ne.

HOVER
But if she believes it will make
her happy and you deny her the
chance that will definitely make
her unhappy, won't it?

ARETE

(st andi ng)

W' re past the point where I could
stop her anyway | just ... | wanted
to know.

HOVER
Can you?

ARETE

Li sten, next tinme soneone asks you
if one of the people they care for
nost in the whole world will be
happy ... just say yes.

Arete turns to | eave the room

HOVER
You asked ne to be honest.

Arete stops in the door.
ARETE

| guess what | really wanted was
for you to be nore convincing.

Arete | eaves. Honer | ooks around the room He picks up a
sea shell and looks at it for a few nonents. There's a very



brief flash of Nausi kaa handi ng hi mthe shel

shakes his head and scoops al

wal ks to the bal cony where he drops themon the ground,
One by one he reaches down and hurls the

of them chi ppi ng.

shell s over the bal cony towards the sea.

gradual ly pulls back to reveal
t he roof,
beneat h one eye.

EXT. PHAEACI AN DOCKS

| egs tucks up to her chest,
She has a pai ned expression on her face.
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smling. He
the shells into his arns and
sone

The caner a
Nausi kaa wat ching him from
tracks of a tear

A group is heading to the docks | ed by Al kinoos who is

wal ki ng side by side with Honer.

The rest of the party

follows with Laodamas bringing up the rear carrying a bow

and qui ver of arrows.

ALKI NOGS

because of that they are the

source of our

power as a ki ngdom

and the only thing that keeps

| ar ger,
bay.

HOVER
Ah yes ... at bay.
ALKI NOGCS
No, | was just
correctly.

HOVER
Ri ght, sorry.
di stract ed.
from hone. For
ALKI NOOS
| can i nmagine.
t he seas.
Al |

HOVER
Hey- oh!

Al ki noos gives himan odd | ook.

nmore war-| i ke kingdons at

An ocean pun.

usi ng the words

["mjust alittle
|’ ve been gone so | ong
YEARS.

The tinme wonderi ng
The time at the siege.
that time spent with Grce.

HOMER (cont’ d)

But | did

Right ... | ammarrying your
daughter. | nappropriate.
keep nysel f,

stuff that wll

you know, pretty clean
and maybe she taught

me some good

end up --
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ALKI NOCS
Nope! | really don't want to hear
it.

EURYKLEI A
Sonme of us wanted to.

Nausi kaa gi ves Eurykleia a gentle shove and shakes her head.

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)

What ? You' |l get to experience it
first hand.

HOVER
O first --

Al ki noos and Arete both give hima | ook.

HOVER (cont’ d)

O first we'll have a wonderfu
conversati on. No need to rush into
anyt hi ng.

LACDANAS

This is your first tinme seeing one
of our ships, is it not, Odysseus?

HOVER
It is and what |’ve heard --
They round the corner just then and see the ship. It is a
conpletely black Trimaran with a black wing sail. It has

curved dagger boards which retract up through the Ama (al so
known as the "floats") and are currently in a retracted
state. There are a few people still |oading provisions into
a hollow section of the Vaka (the main hull). The shipis
roughly 35 feet long. They continue wal king towards it.

HOVER (cont’ d)
-- does not do it justice at all
VWhat ... what is that?

ALKI NOGCS
These are the bl ack ships of
Scheri a.

HOVER
Why bl ack?

ALKI NOOs
It makes it harder to see details.
Al l of our advantages as a people
cone from our know edge of this

( MORE)
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ALKI NOCS (cont’ d)
ship. Know edge we gl eaned from a
peopl e far away and then slowy
perfected. W cannot | et anyone get
t heir hands on one of these or our
enem es woul d soon have our
secrets. That is why every single
ship has this.

Al ki noos points to a line that runs around the ship. It is
sone material stuck into a groove that runs around the ship
and even then is raised.

ALKI NOOS (cont’ d)
This is a type of pitch, mxed with
a few other ingredients, that burns
fast and hot. If you are about to
be boarded or otherw se |ose the
ship you MIUST use flint to strike a
spark and light this pitch. It
burns bright and hot and w ||l
protect our secrets.

Al ki noos hands Honer flint and steel and then puts both
hands on his shoul ders.

ALKI NOCS (cont’ d)
This ship is inportant to ny
peopl e, so protect it with your
life. Everyone who boards the ship
carries flint and everyone carries
the responsibility to protect us.
No one is immne to that. If it
canme down to it | would strike the
fire nyself, as would any of ny
sons. Do no |ess.

HOVER
| won't.

ALKI NOCs
You carry sonething else as well.
You carry ny daughter, the nost
preci ous person in the world to ne.
Protect her, Qdysseus.

HOMVER
I will.

ALKI NOOS
Good.

Al kinos lets go and noves to talk to Nausi kaa. Arete
appr oaches.
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ARETE
Peopl e sail so often it’s rare for
us to even acconpany themto the
docks. But this is different.
This is ny daughter |eaving. Take
care of her, Qdysseus.

HOVER
She will take care of herself
better than | ever coul d.

ARETE
What did | tell you last tine we
spoke?
HOVER
I’1l take care of her. Wth ny
life.
ARETE
Thank you.
Arete goes to speak to Nausi kaa as well. Laodanas
appr oaches.
LAODANVAS

These are for you.
He hands himthe bow and qui ver of arrows.

LACDAMAS (cont’ d)
Those arrows each have a |line
attached back to the quiver so you
can keep practicing on the boat and
not lose all the arrows. W use
them for fishing.

HOVER
Thanks, Lae.
LAGCDANVAS
And now your part of the deal ?
HOVER
Oh right! | wll tell you the
technique as we sail, alright?

There is an inportant piece in ny
pack that they already | oaded.

LACDANMAS
You are just going to stretch this
out to the last second, aren’t you?



94.

HOVER
That’ s what all good poets do.

Laodanmas gives himan odd | ook. The focus shifts to
Nausi kaa speaking to her parents. She’s huggi ng them bot h.

ALKI NOOS
You have a ship, you know you can
come visit us, right?

NAUSI KAA
| know, | know, | just m ght
it’s a whole new life for ne.

ARETE
Are you happy?

Nausi kaa | ooks from one parent’s face to the other.
NAUSI KAA

|’mgoing to mss you nore than
t hought | woul d.

ARETE
W'l mss you too.
NAUSI KAA
But |I’m happy. This is what |
want .
ALKI NOOS
Good.
ARETE
| know. Take care of yourself, OK?
NAUSI KAA
I will.
ARETE

We know you will.
Al ki noos straightens up.

ALKI NOOS
There's a fair wind picking up --
Posei don sm |l es on us.

HOVER
Good, because that guy usually
hat es ne.
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ALKI NOOS
Everyone on board, quickly!

The few peopl e | oading provisions scurry off the boat and
Honer, Nausi kaa and Eurykl ei a board. Honmer | ooks around.

HOVER
Just the three of us?

NAUSI KAA
Really it’s nore |like the two of us
since you' re just dead wei ght.

EURYKLEI A
But don’t worry, we won't throw you
over board unless you really get in
our way.

HOVER
But | thought --

NAUSI KAA
W worren don’t often sail, but it
doesn’t nmean we can’'t. Everyone on
Scheria knows how. Cast us off!

A few deck hands throw lines onto the ship and it begins
drifting away fromthe dock.

LACDANAS
Qdysseus, your prom se!

HOVER
Right! Hang on!

Honmer scranbles to the Vaka and finds his pack anong the
provisions. He pulls out a wooden frisbee (painted to | ook
i ke a discuss) and stands up.

HOMER (cont’ d)

Cat ch!
Hormer tosses the frisbee at Laodamas. Laodamas sets hinself
like he’s going to catch a stone discuss. |nstead what
lands in his hands is light. He |ooks at it shocked, then
| ooks up at Honmer angrily. They are still drifting apart.
LACDANVAS
| T WAS JUST A TRI CK
HOVER
(shouti ng)

It’s called a strategy!
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LAGDANAS
| CAN T BELIEVE | WAI TED SI X MONTHS
FOR THI S!'!

Honer is |ooking towards the sea | aughing as he speaks to
hi nsel f, then hal fway through turns and sees what Laodamas
i s doing.

HOVER
| can’t believe you didn't figure
it -- OH GODS WVHERE DID HE GET A
COow

There’s a prol onged MOOO as a nedium si zed calf sails
through the air. It splashes into the water just behind the
boat and starts sw nm ng back to shore. Nausi kaa and
Eurykl ei a are keeping the boat noving faster and faster to
sea.

EURYKLEI A
Conpetitive cow tossing.

NAUSI KAA
| like it nore than conpetitive
cal f birthing.

EURYKLEI A
Yeah, that was gross.

HOVER
DO NEI THER OF YOU CARE THAT WE
ALMOST DI ED?

NAUSI KAA
If he’d wanted to hit us, he
woul d’ ve.

EURYKLEI A

He was just expressing his

di spl easure, but he nmust |ike you
or you woul d be wearing that cow
ri ght now.

NAUSI KAA
Now hold on, we’'re far enough away
we can start noving.

HOVER
This isn’t noving?

They’'re already slicing through the water, the spray
spl ashi ng over them and wi nd whi pping at their clothing and
hai r.
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NAUSI KAA
Not even close. Ready, Leia?

EURYKLEI A
Ready.

Bot h wonen pull pins dropps the daggerboards into the water.
They replace the pins and adjust the sail until the boat
starts picking up speed. Eventually it lifts out of the
water. Honer is astonished and drops to his stonmach,

wat chi ng t he daggerboards slice through the water as the
rest of the boat flies above it. He sits back up.

HOVER
Peopl e said the bl ack ships coul d
fly over the waves but | didn't
bel i eve it!

NAUSI KAA
You believe it now?

Hormer | ooks over the side again, then stands up. He shakes
his head and is about to speak when his frisbee cones
zinging out of the sky and hits himdirectly on the head,
knocki ng himout. The screen cuts to bl ack.

EXT. BLACK SH P ON THE OCEAN, NI GHT

The dagger boards have been retracted and the ship is noving
at a nore leisurely pace across the waves with a gentle w nd
stirring the wing sail. There are an unbelievabl e nunber of
stars in the sky, the mlky way clearly visible. A wde
shot shows a tiny ship in the mddle of the great inky black

of the ocean with only the light of the stars to illumnate
it. A groan echoes across the waves.
HOVER

How | ong have | been out?

EURYKLEI A
Ch, you weren’t out that |ong, but
then you fell asleep again and we
figured we’d just kind of ... let
you sl eep. You weren’'t hel ping
anyt hi ng anyway.

HOVER
Thanks.

EURYKLEI A
You' re wel cone.

Honer gives her a sideways gl ance.
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HOVER
| s Nausi kaa --

EURYKLEI A
Asleep. | pulled first watch.
She’ Il spell nme when I’mtoo tired
to carry on, then we’'ll both sai
during the day when we’'re using the
dagger boar d.

HOVER

| can take a turn.

EURYKLEI A
Ha! Sure you can. Have you ever
steered a boat before?

HOVER
No.

EURYKLEI A
Then what makes you think you could
steer one of OUR boats?

HOVER
You coul d teach me.

EURYKLEI A
It took ne a long tinme to | earn.

HOVER
W' re going slow and | don't fee
i ke being dead weight. Teach ne,
pl ease.

EURYKLEI A
(shaki ng her head)
Fine. Come here.

nearly falling over before

catching hinself, then nakes his way to Eurykleia. She is

hol ding a rope in one hand, and a pole with the other. The
pole is connected to the rudder

boat .

Honer

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
Sit right next to ne.

sits.

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
Hol d this rope, but you shouldn’t
need to use it. This pole controls

( MORE)

mechani sm whi ch steers the



She hands himthe rope and pol e.

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
the rudders. Push this way to turn
left and this way to turn right.

HOVER
Doesn’'t seemto difficult.

EURYKLEI A
That’'s because we’'re in calmwaters
right now. |If things pick up
you' |l get into trouble in a hurry.
Here, take this

during the procedure.

Honer

HOMVER
So this way ...

Eurykleia into him She pushes off himto get
and pulls the pol e back.

EURYKLEI A
Yes, you' re very good at al nost
capsi zing us. Maybe cal mwaters
are too difficult for you. Wuld
you prefer to wait until we're
stuck on a sandbar?

HOVER
(1 aughi ng)
l"msorry. It’s kind of fun to
make those big turns though. So
how do I know which way | shoul d
go?

EURYKLEI A
Do you see the great bear there?
HOVER
Listen, |I’m good at many thing, but
astronony --
EURYKLEI A

Good at many things?

HOVER
| " m good at some things.

EURYKLEI A
Sone things?
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They’'re fairly cl ose

pushes on the pole and they suddenly swerve, knocking

upright again
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HOVER
Fine, I'’mbad at many things and
good at like two. Astronony is not
one of those two things?

EURYKLEI A
What are those two things, just so
| know in case it comes up?

HOVER
You' re hil ari ous.

EURYKLEI A
The great bear is that one. See
how it kind of. Yeah, where |I'm
poi nti ng.

HOVER
There’'s so many stars. | can find
the mlk circle!

EURYKLEI A
It’s the easiest thing in the sky
to spot. You really are bad at
astronony. Now | ook, see that
single bright star? No | ook down
and over and you see three in a row
and then there’s four that nmake a

little box.
HOVER
K, I think I follow you
EURYKLEI A
| call just that part "fox in box"
because | imagine it’s a little fox

who was stuck in a box and his tai
is sticking out

HOVER
| like it! It has a certain ring
toit. Fox in box.

EURYKLEI A
So ignore that brighter star above
it and just look at that little
cluster there, the fox in box.

HOVER
K, I"'mwth you.
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EURYKLEI A
Just ... keep that one straight
ahead. That's all.
HOVER
| think I can do that.
EURYKLEI A
(clearing her throat and
st andi nQ)
Good, then 1’1 get sone sl eep.
Wake nme if you sink the ship.
HOVER
Thanks for the vote of confidence.
EURYKLEI A
Hey, |I'’mleaving our lives in your

hands, aren’'t [|?

HOVER
(laughi ng softly)
You and Nausi kaa both seemto trust
me nore than you shoul d.

EURYKLEI A
Well she didn't have a choi ce. I
do.

Honmer pauses for a second and | ooks at her.

HOVER
Thanks. Sl eep well.

EURYKLEI A
I will.

It pulls to a wide shot showi ng the boat getting snaller
under the stars.

EXT. BLACK SH P ON THE OCEAN, PRE- DAWN

Nausi kaa is sleeping. There’'s a whistling and soneone
calling her nanme that is gradually waking her up. She
scrunches her nose and shakes her head softly. There's the
sound of splashing and finally a few drops |and on her face.
Her eyes open a crack. A big splash of water |ands on her
and she sits up.

NAUSI KAA
Wul d you --
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HOVER
|"msorry, | couldn’t seemto get
your attention and ...

He gestures at the rising sun.

HOMER (cont’ d)
and fox in box is gone.

NAUSI KAA
What ?

HOVER
Fox in ... do you not ... know that
one?

NAUSI KAA

What in the world are you talking
about. And how | ong have you been
steering?

HOVER
The great bear. |’ve been steering
for a while now And yeah, it’s
the great bear, it’s disappearing
and | don’t want to steer us wong
SO ..

NAUSI KAA
You know the sun rises and sets in
t he sane place each day as well.
You could just keep that on the
sane side of you

HOVER
| don’t know Maybe there’s sone
trick to it!

NAUSI KAA
Don’t worry, you’' ve been at it |ong
enough. |’msurprised Eurykleia
trusted you with it.

HOVER
Me too. How d you sl eep?

NAUSI KAA
Except for the norning shower
brilliantly.

HOVER
You know a fish junped up and hit
our sail and died. | contenplated

throwi ng that at you.
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NAUSI KAA
Well then | appreciate your
restraint. 1’1l take over.

Homer and Nausi kaa switch places. Nausi kaa gl ances towards
Eurykl ei a, but decides to |let her sleep.

NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
So what are you planni ng on doi ng
when we reach |thaka?

HOVER
What do you nean?
NAUSI KAA
Wll, I’mgoing to, you know, do ny

whol e "oar"” plan thing. Wat are
you pl anning on doing with the
Princess’s dowy you were prom sed?

HOVER
| can’t keep it. Now that | know
your parents ... it just feels
wWr ong.

NAUSI KAA
Vell, | can’'t carry it in ny
pocket s.

HOVER
Doesn’t matter | guess.

NAUSI KAA
It could keep you in booze for a

long tine.

Honmer gl ances at her with a sad | ook on his face, then
t owards the horizon.

HOVER
Booze is cheap
NAUSI KAA
That’s true, | guess. You never
had a problemgetting is before.
HOVER
No, | didn't.

Eurykl ei a has been awake but pretending to sl eep.



Eurykl ei a
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EURYKLEI A
I s that your plan then, go back to
the drink?

HOVER

| don’t know that |’ m good at
anyt hi ng el se.

EURYKLEI A
You’' ve gotten really good at
telling Odysseus’s story without

any drink. | feel Iike you could
tell nore.

HOVER
| don’t really know. | nean, this
is different. It was different.

guess it’s just over now.

NAUSI KAA
| guess so.

HOVER
For six nonths | really felt useful
t hough, you know? | nean, | told
you I"monly good at two things,

right?
EURYKLEI A
| renmenber.
HOVER
| feel like this was one of them

Bei ng soneone el se.

NAUSI KAA
That' s ki nd of sad.

EURYKLEI A
| don’t think you can be soneone
el se for that |ong w thout changing
who you are anyway. You're not
Homer, drunken failed poet.

HOMVER
Not yet, anyway. |'msure I'I| get
back to it.
scow s.

NAUSI KAA

Since you're up, Leia, would you
m nd hel ping nme get this thing
( MORE)
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
moving? It’s strange we’ ve had the
wi nd at our back this whol e way,
but if we take advantage of it we
could arrive there today, a few
days ahead of schedul e.

EURYKLEI A
(sighs)
Sur e, Nausi kaa.
HOVER
|’ mgoing to catch up on ny sleep
Wake me if you sink the ship.

Eur ykl ei a | aughs.

NAUSI KAA
| think the water would wake you.

Homer just waves a hand in dism ssal and | ays down.
EXT. | THAKA DOCK, TW LI GHT

Honer wakes up slowy as Nausi kaa and Eurykleia are talking
quietly near him

NAUSI KAA
are you crazy? Bring himwth

us?

EURYKLEI A
Wiy is that so crazy?

NAUSI KAA
Because he knew what he was getting
into, I knew what | was getting
into ... there’s no reason to

change any of that. W had an
agreenent and the agreenent is
done.

EURYKLEI A
But he's --

NAUSI KAA
What, a changed nan? You heard
himi  He'll go right back to his
ol d ways.

EURYKLEI A
YOU were saying he’d go back to his
ol d ways and he was just hunoring
you!
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NAUSI KAA
He’'s a drunk, Leia! He only
avoi ded drinking these six nonths
because he nmade a deal with my nom
and he broke his leg and coul dn’t
sneak into the kitchens. He s not
comng with us and that's it.
W’ ve already put a king s ransom
in his roomat the tavern. He’l
be fine. He can stay there and
drink hinmself stupid as |ong as he
want s.

EURYKLEI A
| don't think that’s what he wants!

NAUSI KAA
Trust nme, OK? Addicts don't
change. He will always want that.
And we don’'t want to have soneone

like that with us. | don’t want to
start a brand new life with
baggage.

EURYKLEI A
Then what am|1?

NAUSI KAA
Oh come on! You're not baggage.
You' re ny best friend. Leia, I'm
not trying to be nean. |I'mtrying

to be honest. And you know what |
honestly think?

EURYKLEI A
Do you know what | honestly think??

NAUSI KAA
| know EXACTLY what you think--

Honer coughs and pretends he’ s waki ng up.

EURYKLEI A
wWn't you --
NAUSI KAA
It's done, |’ m decided, Leia.
HOVER
(yawni ng)

Are we there already?
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NAUSI KAA
W' re here. W’'re all unloaded and
ready to go. |’ve got ny oar.

You’'ve got a roomin that tavern
full of stuff. And now we’ve only
got one thing left.

HOVER
VWhat's that?

NAUSI KAA
Burn the boat.

HOVER
| better get off then.

Honmer gets to his feet and steps out onto the dock,
stunbling a little. Eurykleia catches himand hel ps him
st and.

EURYKLEI A
You' Il be alright.

HOVER
Thanks.

NAUSI KAA

Do you mnd if |

HOVER
Wiy are we burning this gorgeous
boat agai n?

NAUSI KAA
Because Eurykleia and | are |eaving
where it can’'t go and it would be a
di sservice to leave it in the hands
of soneone who doesn’t know what to
call the great bear.

HOVER
| really prefer Fox in Box.

Eurykleia gives a sad smle

NAUSI KAA
Here we go.

Nausi kaa renoves the boats tethers and pushes it away. At
the [ ast second she reaches forward and strikes a spark onto
the line of pitch. The flane races around the |ight and
soon the boat is conpletely consuned, drifting out to sea.
She watches it, a smle toying at the corners of her nouth.
Finally she breathes a happy sigh and turns to Honer.
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NAUSI KAA (cont’ d)
Goodbye, Honer. And thank you very
much for hel ping ne get here.

HOVER

You're ... welcone. Are you --
NAUSI KAA

Yes, |’ m absolutely sure we | oaded

your entire reward into your room
in the tavern. You're registered
as Underhill.

HOVER
As ...

NAUSI KAA
(exaggerated | aughter)
It's better than Over the hill,
amrite??

HOVER
Are you alright?

NAUSI KAA
Absol utely. Thanks agai n, Honer.
W' || see you | ater

She sticks out her hand and Honmer shakes it.

EURYKLEI A
Thanks for everything you did for
Nausi kaa, Honer.

She sticks out her hand too. Honmer shakes it slowy.

Euryl eia | ooks |ike she’s about to say sonething, then

cl oses her nouth and turns. Nausikaa turns as well and they
wal k off into the gathering night. Homer watches themuntil
he can no | onger see them He |ooks around.

HOVER
What in the name of Hades am |
supposed to do now?

I NT. TAVERN MAI N HALL

Honmer sits at a table alone eating sone soup and bread.
There’s a glass of water in front of him He stares at it.
He eventually overhears a conversation fromthe next table
over.



109.

SU TOR 1
... oh yeah, they caught her. She
t hought she was so smart. 'Don’'t

make me marry sonmeone until

finish this stupid blanket’ and
she’s in there every ni ght undoi ng
it so no progress gets nade! Wl
" mno weaver, but even | can see
t hat she was novi ng sl ower than
nor mal

SU TOR 2
No!

SU TOR 1
Yeah, and with the hel p of one of
her servants we found her out.

SUI TOR 2
Lucky.

SU TOR 1
That’'s right. She’'s crafty, that
Penel ope.

SUI TOR 2

Qdysseus nust have rubbed off on
her alittle bit back when he was
still around.

SU TOR 1
| would rub off on her as nuch as
possible if I were him you know
what | nean?

SU TOR 2
| think ... does that nean --

SU TOR 1
You are as dunb as you are stupid.

Homer turns.

HOVER
Excuse ne ge -- er, nen. Are you
t al ki ng about Odysseus?

SU TOR 1
We're tal king about his wfe.

SU TOR 2
EX-wi f e.



SUTOR 1
Hang on, she’s not an ex-wife if he
died. She’s his w dow.

HOVER
Qdysseus was marri ed?

SU TOR 1
Yeah, right up until he died.

HOVER
(to hinself)
How did I m ss that one?

SU TOR 2
Well, we don’t know for sure if he
died. No one saw a body.

SU TOR 1
He’'s dead. He’s been gone ten
years. There’'s no way he’s com ng
back.

HOVER
And what was this about a ...
bl anket or sonet hi ng?

SUI TOR 2
So Honer’s wi dow, Penel ope, has to
choose soneone to marry.

SU TOR 1
|’ mon the shortlist.

SU TOR 2
| don't knowif I'"'mon a |list, but
| do show up every night and drink
and eat with the rest of the
suitors.

HOVER
So you just ... go to her house
every day and drink and eat all you
want ?

SUTOR 1
Well, we’ve got to put sone
pressure on her sonmehow, otherw se
she’ Il never get married. This way

she is incentivized to choose a
suitor to be her new husband sooner
rather than | ater and the rest of
us ... well, we get to drink all we
want .
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HOVER
Huh. Were is this pal ace?

SUI TOR 2
Going to go and avail yourself of
some of COdysseus’s finest? W]
go with you. Just don’'t try and

woo Lady Penel ope. |[|’'ve got dips.
SU TOR 1

| think you nean di bs.
SUI TOR 2

VWhat did | say?
HOVER

(under hi s breath)
You' re both dips.

SUTOR 1
What did you say?

HOVER
| said LEAD ON'' | could do with
sone wi ne right about now.

| NT. PENELOPE’ S PALACE MAI N HALL

Homer sits by the fire on a chair wapped in a cloak
observing the room There are a | arge nunber of young to

m ddl e aged nen all being | oud and partying. A hooded
figure sits at a table behind him alone as well. Drink is
flowng freely and a sl aughtered boar sits on the main table
nostly devoured. He stares at their |aughing faces, a | ook
of anger comi ng over his until his reverie is broken by a
hand hol di ng sonething to him He |ooks up to see a young
man of about 17.

HOVER
VWhat was that?

TELEMACHUS
| said here, stranger, sone w ne.
| apol ogi ze for the noise.

The cup cones into focus and is revealed to be a goblet ful
of wne. Honer looks at it for a nonent, then reaches out,
hand shaking slightly, and takes it.

HOVER
Thank you ... you're not a servant
here, are you?
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TELEMACHUS
|"mnot. |'m Tel emachus, son of
Qdysseus.

HOVER

Qdysseus had a son too?

TELEMACHUS
Yes, he HAS a son, that’s ne. Have
you traveled far, friend? Have you
per haps heard news of ny father?

HOVER
|’msorry, | haven't.

TELEMACHUS
| hope we hear sonething soon.
Pl ease, if you need anything to be
confortabl e just ask.

HOVER
I will.

Honer wat ches Tel emachus wal k away, brow furrowed. His
attention returns to the drink in his hand. H's nostrils
flare as he stares at it. He closes his eyes shut tight,
shakes his head and turns to the suitors, only opening them
when he is |l ooking away fromthe drink. He watches the
suitors for a few mnutes, but his attention is gradually
drawn back to the cup in his hand until he finds hinself
once again staring at it. He lifts it, taking a sniff.
After the snell he sinks into his chair, a sigh escaping his
lips. He shakes his head again, tries to turn towards the
suitors, but |ooks back at the drink. He licks his lips.
And slowWy raises the cup to his nouth. H's lower lip rests
on the lip of the cup. H's tongue snakes out and licks his
lips once nore, nearly brushing the surface of the wine. He
cl oses his eyes, his hand shaking. He squeezes his eyes
tighter. Suddenly he hears soneone fromthe party shout:

SUI TOR 3
To Odysseus, nmay he ever rest in
his watery grave!

Honer’ s eyes snap open. Amd a chorus of "Here here"s he
pull's the cup away fromhis nmouth and | ooks at it aghast.
Closing his eyes he throws it into the fire.

TELEMACHUS
Oh cone on! If you didn't want it
you just had to give it back!
Those are expensi ve.
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He holds his hands to his tenples and then closes his eyes,
runni ng them over his face. Wen he opens them again
Eurykleia is squatting in front of him one hand on the arm
of the chair he's sitting in. She has a smle on her face
and tears brimmng in her eyes. She was the hooded stranger
wat ching fromthe table.

HOVER
But
EURYKLEI A
| knew you wouldn’t! | KNEWit!
HOVER
(nearly shouting)
Le-

EURYKLEI A
Ssssh!  You know how you’'re only
good at two things? | think you
could do one of those things here.

HOVER
What do you nean?

EURYKLEI A
Come with ne.

| NT. PENELOPE S PALACE, A SIDE ROOM
Eurykl eia and Honmer sit on a bench in a dinmy lit side room

HOVER
Leia ... what are we doi ng here?
What are YOU doi ng here?

EURYKLEI A
| heard about Penel ope’s situation
and figured there was a way we
could help, if you were up to it.

HOVER
How so?
EURYKLEI A
Just follow ny |ead.
HOVER

You know | can’t pretend to be
Qdysseus here, she will probably
figure it out.
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EURYKLEI A
O course she will, but it’'s not--

There’'s a commotion in the hall

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
Just follow ny | ead.

TELEMACHUS
(fromthe hall)
No they didn't say who they were,
Mot her, they just said they needed
to see you urgently and it was
about ny father.

The footsteps stop.

PENEL OPE
Your father?

TELEMACHUS
Yes.

PENEL OPE

Then why didn’'t you LEAD with that?
The footsteps pick up at a higher pace.

TELEMACHUS
VWhat ?

PENELOPE bursts into the room She is sonewhat out-of-sorts
havi ng apparently been pulled frombed. Telemachus stunbles
in after her.

PENEL OPE
Hel |l o, hello, introductions,
i ntroductions. Wat news have you
of ny husband?

EURYKLEI A
Penel ope, right?
PENEL OPE
[ nods enphatical | y]
EURYKLEI A
This is Honer, an Epic Poet. He
was ... he saw the ultimte fate of

your husband.
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That’s not ... encouraging.
EURYKLEI A
Tell her the truth, Honer.
HOVER
K. Penel ope. Your husband ...
during the seige of troy he ... he
died. Burned alive in a ... heroic
attenpt to
PENEL OPE

Just say what happened.

HOVER
He snuck into the city in a
hol | owed out horse, the Trojans lit
it on fire and he died inside.

PENEL OPE
On.
HOVER
|’ mso sorry.
PENEL OPE
Did you see it with your own eyes?
HOVER
| didn’t see it with ny own eyes at
the nonent but | was ... there.
PENEL OPE
| thought ... | nean, we started to
hear these runors. These
incredible, just ... outlandish

runors about four nonths ago that
he was on his way and |1’'d started
to let nyself

EURYKLEI A
" msorry.

PENEL OPE
But I knew. | always knew | just
couldn’t bring nyself to ... you
know, those suitors. | nean. He
was a good nan. He wasn’'t the
brilliant strategist that everyone
said he was, unfortunately, but he
was ultimately a good, good, good.
A good man. Anmd | just couldn’t
bring nyself to forget himand ...
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She nods towards the main hall.

PENELOPE (cont’ d)
It’s just a night and day
difference. |’d rather spend ny
life alone then be forced to ..

Eur ykl ei a opens her nouth, closes it, chews on her lip, then
opens her nmouth to speak again.

EURYKLEI A
Penel ope, | ... we may have a
solution for that.

PENEL OPE
| can’t run away. Believe ne, |’ve

t hought of it.

EURYKLEI A
No no, it’s sonething alittle
different. A way to get rid of
your suitors, and a way to nake the
menory of Qdysseus sonething to be
proud of . A way of honoring the
good man you knew.

PENEL OPE
What are you tal king about?

EURYKLEI A
Those runors you heard they didn’t
cone from nowhere. They cane from
hi m

She gestures to Honer.

EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
It’s a very, VERY long story, but
to help a friend he pretended to be
Qdysseus and nade up a great
adventure that Qdysseus had
enbarked on in order for himto
cone back here, to I|thaka.

PENEL OPE

Wiy would you ... lie about that?
HOVER

well --
EURYKLEI A

Like | said, long story and |I'IIl be

happy to tell you the details
( MORE)



EURYKLEI A (cont’ d)
later. But what this neans is
there’s soneone here who is good at
pretending to be Qdysseus, who can
speak, convincingly, of the travels
he’ s been on and who just happens
to be an excellent archer, just as
Qdysseus was. Wasn't he?

PENEL OPE
Yes, yes, he was. W still have
one of his bows that no one has
since been able to string. | was

thi nking of using it in ny next
stalling tactic, seeing if soneone
could string it, blah blah blah.

It was a little flinmsy but

EURYKLEI A
No, you may be on to sonethi ng!
know for a fact that Homer can
string just about any bow. | nean,
his wal king stick there? That's a
bow. That he has strung before.

TELEMACHUS
Are you kidding? That’s WAY bi gger
than the one in the main hall.

HOVER
| got it froma man who put a
prem um on uh ... strength.

Contests of strengths. Conpetitive

EURYKLEI A
Yes, he was very conpetitive. So
here’s what we need to do. W need
to convince everyone that Honmer is
Qdysseus, that Qdysseus is back and
that he’'s angry and ready to nurder
any suitor that doesn’t nake
hi nsel f scarce. And that bow may
be just the thing to help us do it.
Are you in?

PENEL OPE
Me? Am1l in to have you pretend to
be ny husband? W woudln’t have to
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HOVER
No no, | wouldn't take his place in
your life. | would just hel p nake
sure his nmenory and his legend is a
good one. | would honor him

PENEL OPE

K, then yes, I'min.

EURYKLEI A
Great! Here's what |’ mthinking.

The scene fades out.
| NT. PENELOPE' S PALACE, MAI N HALL

In the main hall, clean and with the bow strung and hangi ng
on the wall, Honmer is speaking with PHEM US who is ol d,
frail and blind. Text on the screen says "Two years |ater."

HOVER
And so | was justifiably angry and
just straight up nurdered all the

suitors.
PHEM US
Al of thenf?
HOVER

Every | ast boar eating w ne
drinking one of "em Bam

Murdered em dead. Wth ny bow and
sonmetinmes with my bare hands.

kilt 'em good.

PHEM US
| see and then ..

HOVER
Wel |l there was just bl ood
everywhere. It was a BEAR to cl ean

up.

PHEM US
Right, but did you reunite with
Penel ope, how did that happen, was
she doubtful it was you.

HOVER
She did have her doubts, but | told
her about this fancy bed |1'd nmade
her and that was that. The end.



PHEM US
The end?
HOVER
Yup. And they all lived happily

ever after. Except the suitors.

PHEM US
From the sound of it they didn't
really deserve a happily ever
after.

HOVER

They nost certainly did not. Cone,

that's the end, let’s wal k around
the grounds for a bit.

Honer stands and hel ps Phemius to his feet.
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He hands hi m

t he bow that Laodamas gave himto serve as a wal king stick
and guides himout of the main hall into the day. Penel ope
and Eurykleia are sittingin the shade of the tree. Penel ope

speaks up.

PENEL OPE
Are you finished, ny |ove?

HOVER
The tale is done, everything
recorded in this man’s head to be
spread to the other poets who w |
in turn spread the word throughout
the world. M I ove.

Homer wi nks very obviously at Eurykleia who |aughs silently.

PENEL OPE
| amglad to hear it. You don’t
know how glad I am

HOVER
Me too.

EURYKLEI A
Me too.

HOVER

|"mjust going to take a turn with
Phem us, stretch our legs a bit,
then we’ Il come back and get him
ready for his return trip.
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EURYKLEI A
Take care.

HOVER
W will.

Homer and Phemius walk silently for a few m nutes through
t he pal ace grounds before Phem us speaks up.

PHEM US

| have a question for you, sire.
HOVER

Anyt hi ng.
PHEM US

Way did you send for ne
specifically?

HOVER
What do you nean?

PHEM US
Any of ny students coul d ve heard
your tale and spread it. They
likely woul d’ ve renenbered it
better than | will. 1'"mold and ny
menory isn’t what it once was.

HOVER
| have faith in you

PHEM US
Wiy do you have faith in nme?

Homer is silent for a few nonents.

HOVER
In ny travels around the tinme of
the siege of Troy | cane across a
young man, an Epic Poet. A student
of yours by the nane of Honer.

PHEM US
Hormer, really?

HOVER
Yes, an odd nanme | thought.

PHEM US
He was nore than a student to ne.
He was ny son.
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HOVER
He thought ... very highly of you
as well. He didn't make it. He

died during the siege, trying to
learn all the details in the
crossfire so he could share the
story far and wi de but before he
passed he tal ked about you and the
great man you were and how you had
taken himin. He said that ... he
asked ne to talk to you and tel
you how truly grateful he was for
you.

PHEM US
That's ... thank you for telling
me. No one should outlive their
son, though.

HOVER
| amsorry for your loss. | gained
a certain fondness before he
passed. He truly was a good man.

PHEM US
He really was, wasn’'t he?

HOVER
So | asked for you so | could pass
on his nessage and wondered ..
when you pass on this story, could
you include the fact that it was
Honmer who first told it?

PHEM US
| can do that.

They stop in the shade of a tree and Honer turns to Phem us.

HOVER
Thank you, Phem us. You don’t know
how much that nmeans to ne.

Honer grabs Phem us’s hand and then holds it up to his
cheeck. Phemus smles and pats it, then a | ook crosses his
face. He drops the wal king stick and brings his other hand
up to Homer’s face, feeling it with both hands with a | ook
of astonishnent. Homer smles, his eyes brinmng with
tears.

HOMER (cont’ d)
Thank you so much.

Phem us smiles and pulls himin for a hug. Fade to bl ack.
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Rol|l Credits
After credits scene
EXT. PATH IN A LI GHTLY WOODED AREA

As the credits roll the music gradually fades and is

repl aced with the sound of soneone wal king slowy along a
gravel road. You can just barely hear their breath. After
the credits end the black gradually fades to reveal a
sunset, Nausi kaa wal king directly towards it. There is
not hi ng but the anbient sounds and her feet. She still has
an oar slung over one shoulder. Some kids run up behind
her, then sl ow down.

KI D
Lady, why do you have that?
NAUSI KAA
It’s a long story. | thought it
was a good idea, but it’s proven to
be ...
KI D
What are you going to nake with it?
NAUSI KAA
Huh?
KI D

What are you going to nake with
that gi ant spatul a?

Nausi kaa stops and turns towards the kid.

NAUSI KAA
What do you think this is?
KI D
A gi ant spatul a?
NAUSI KAA
Could it be anything el se?
KI D
Maybe a gi ant spoon, | guess? But

whose nouth is that big?

NAUSI KAA
| s there anything else you' d use
this for?
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Kl D
What? | nmean, maybe. | could hit
people with it, | guess. Is it

sone ki nd of weapon?

Nausi kaa drops the oar into the road.

NAUSI KAA
You know what? That’s cl ose
enough. 1’1l take it. Finally.

She wal ks out of the side of the frane. The kids watch her
go. One of thempicks up the oar, giving it a test sw ng,
t hen heads out the other side of the frane with the rest.
The sunset fades out.



